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It’s hard to believe that a year has already gone by for me as
Chairperson of the LA Basin SPE. Overall, it has been an enjoyable
year. I am proud of the fine job the Board of Directors, officers, and
committee chairs have done in continuing existing programs,
balancing our budget, raising funds for our operations, and initiating
new important programs. When I leave as Chairperson at the end of
September, I know the LA SPE will be in good hands and will have a
strong budget.
Although I will not be the Chairperson in November this year
during the 2007 Annual Technical Conference and Exhibit in
Anaheim, I will still be very busy with the LA SPE. I am chairing the
Technical Sessions committee. I have the responsibility for
scheduling 70 volunteers for assisting in the roughly 70 half-day
technical sessions. So far, less than 20 LA SPE people have
volunteered to help in the technical sessions, and time is running out!
If you are planning to attend any technical sessions at the 2007 ATCE
in Anaheim, please consider volunteering for just one half-day. After
all, you will already be planning to sit in a session and listen to the
presentations – why not listen and help with room lights, presenter
scheduling, and other small tasks. Technical session volunteers do not
work the audio-visual equipment, since the SPE has outsourced that
responsibility. We also need volunteers for the Registration area (not
to do registration, but to guide people) and we need volunteers to lead
student tours of the exhibit hall. Please contact me as soon as possible
at LOVESM@IX.NETCOM.COM.
As a reminder, The Board of Directors will be voting on a new
Chairperson, new Vice-Chairperson, new Directors, and officers at the
September 11 board meeting. There is still time to nominate yourself
or someone else for Vice-Chairperson, or the three Director positions,
or for Treasurer. Just have the nominee E-mail a one or two
paragraph mini-resume to me at the above address. I hope that some
of you are interested in helping guide and develop a truly valuable
organization. I hope to see all of you at the September 11 Technical
Forum meeting at the Petroleum Club in Long Beach.
Scott McGurk
Los Angeles SPE Chairperson

LA SPE Petroleum Technology Forum - September 11, 2007
Reservoir Modeling of the Long Beach Field: limitations and challenges
The first Monthly Petroleum Technology Forum of the 2007 – 2008 Program Year will be held on Tuesday,
September 11, 2007 at the Long Beach Petroleum Club. Dr. Hilario Camacho of Signal Hill Petroleum will
discuss reservoir modeling efforts at the Long Beach Field. This field was developed on a “very competitive
basis” by many different operators. The data set is not complete and reservoir modeling is a real challenge.
An abstract and bio is provided below.
Location:
Long Beach Petroleum Club
3636 Linden Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90807

Time:
Registration: 11:30 AM
Buffet Lunch: 12:00 noon
Presentation: 12:20-1:00 PM

Cost:
$20.00, students are our guests.

ABSTRACT:
The Los Angeles basin is one of the most prolific oil basins in the world. The
basin formed in late Miocene time and accelerated periods of subsidence have
resulted in more than 9,000 meters of sediments.
Shell Oil Company discovered the Long Beach field, located within the cities
of Long Beach and Signal Hill, in 1921. The field has a cumulative
production of nearly 1 billion barrels of oil and more than 1 trillion cubic feet
of gas from seven Pliocene and Miocene age turbidite producing zones. Since
the early 1980s, reservoir simulation has been applied with varying degrees of
success. The building, accuracy, and forecasting capabilities of a reservoir
simulation model depend on the quality of the underlying geological and
engineering data. This is especially true in mature oil fields where geological
and reservoir data are at best incomplete. Modeling of the Long Beach field
presents a particular challenge due to the scarcity of geological and reservoir
data. Geological and reservoir uncertainties have been reduced by exhaustive
gathering and screening of historical production, engineering, and geological
data; and the application of new oil fingerprinting techniques, thermal
modeling, and cased-hole logging. The resulting reservoir model is the basis
for the redesign and optimization of the existing waterflood operations, as well
as the identification of bypassed reserves.

Dr. Hilario Camacho,
Signal Hill Petroleum

BIOGRAPHY:

Hilario Camacho received a B.S. degree in Geology from the Universidad de Granada, Spain, a
M.S. degree from California State University, Long Beach, and obtained a Ph.D. from UC Santa
Barbara, California. He is currently the geology and engineering manager for Signal Hill
Petroleum, Inc. in Long Beach, California. His research interests are focused on deepwater
depositional environments, fluid flow in sedimentary basins, oil generation and migration, and
siliciclastic diagenesis.
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Letters from Mabel Paine Elementary School on FSEA Outreach
On April 19, 2007, Pat Shuler and Rick Finken gave an overview of our industry to 24 enthusiastic
Fourth Grade students participating in the after school FSEA (Future Scientists and Engineers of
America) program at Mabel Paine Elementary School in Yorba Linda. We got a few letters:
Dear Dr. Shuler and Mr. Finken,
Thank you! I had a lot of fun learning about oil and gas. FSEA has been such a fun program for me
last year and this year. I appreciate you taking time to come and give us a lesson on such vital
things. Thanks for paying for us.
Marina Canfield
FSEA Student Skyler:
Oil comes out of a pump and goes to a place in the middle of the ocean. When the pump overflows
it goes through a pipe that leads to shore. Even a hundred year old pipe probably would not break
but if it breaks the oil will spread out through the ocean and the oil company would have a serious
problem. The oil takes up to an hour to go through the pipes and out the very top.
In the older days the oil would come out of the pipe and squirt everywhere. The oil in California is
way thicker and in other countries it isn’t as thick. Since the oil is thicker in California, when it
comes out to the pipe it is gooey.
Some of the oil pumps these days look like they are hotels. Did you know that California produces
more oil than any other state? Did you know that oil gets stuck to rocks? Well if you were to look
deep enough in the ground you might find oil or a rock with oil on it. Actually you would have to
dig over 100 years. Right now I think the only way to get oil is by machine. In the future I think
someone will be able to dig a hundred yards.
FSEA Student Emily:
Hi! Thank you so much for coming out to our school to teach us some of the facts that are related
to oil. I learned that to dig up oil you send a big drill down to open the hole. Then as you take the
huge drill out you put a tube in the hole. The tube will then suck up the oil. One of the biggest
surprises to me was what oil was made out of: carbon dioxide and oxygen. However, I did also
learn that most of our clothes and shoes have oil in them. A lot of these facts are all things that I
didn’t know. And I’m glad that I do know them. But anyhow, I have learned from asking questions
and listening to the two of you, that California is the 4th best state to produce oil. And that
California’s oil is very hard, gooey, and sticky. But in other places it’s smooth and slushy. See, I
have learned all of these things from you two, and I appreciate it! But there’s more. Out in one of
the beaches there is a factory. Which you wouldn’t guess to be a factory because of how nice it is.
And it takes in some oil by pipes that are in the water, and then they turn the oil into a slushy
substance, which can either be turned into shoes, clothes, etc. or gasoline. But my question to you,
“Is oil highly flammable?” Well, back on track. Other ways to get oil is to put a built up machine
over the hole. The machine then turns and slowly pumps the oil out. There are many of them out
here in Yorba Linda. The oil that is dug up gets sold. And usually if the oil spot that you have is a
good one then you can make some money. Last of all I learned that when there is oil out in the sea
people get out and build a huge stand. The stand is placed in the mud under water and then once a
pipe is placed down through a hole in the stand the oil gets pumped. This happens very slowly, and
probably about 2 out of 3 will not break. But then again only about 2 out of 5 will actually be good
areas, and can give you a lot of oil. Well that’s all, and if you can get back to us on our questions
that would be great!
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LA SPE Scholarships Awarded & LBUSD Award of Merit Presented
SPE would like to congratulate the following graduate students for receiving the Dr. Bruce W.
Davis Memorial Scholarship award and the Scholarship Graduate award given by the Los
Angeles Basin Section Scholarship Committee.
Below are the list and photo of the scholarship recipients for the 2007-2008 school year, also in
photo is Scott McGurk, Los Angeles SPE Chairperson, and Scholarship Chairperson Jack Smith.
Dr. Bruce W. Davis Memorial (USC):
Juan P. Kopp
Scholarship Graduate Award (USC):
Parham Ghods
Mohsen Heidary-Fyrozjaee
Nelia Jafroodi
Reza Rastegar Moghadam
Dalad Nattwongasem
Abdollah Orangi (not in photo)

Standing (Left to Right) Scott McGurk, Juan Kopp,
Dalad Nattwongasem, Nelia Jafroodi, Reza Rastegar,
Jack Smith. Kneeling ( Left to Right) Parham
Ghods, Mohsen Heidary

The recipients were awarded at a special
luncheon at the Queen Mary in Long
Beach on August 28, 2007 where they
were awarded their Scholarships
certificates and checks for $1,000.00

The applicants were student’s that attended an accredited engineering school and who have a
stated interest in the oil and gas Industry. Other qualifying requirements include having a GPA of
3.5 or better, carrying a full course load and submitting at least two written personal references.
Thanks again to the Scholarship Committee, having received the financial support from the local
golf tournament proceeds, reimbursement from SPE International, and donations from generous
local oil companies and individuals.
Jack Smith presented the Award of Merit on
behalf of the Long Beach Unified School
District (LBUSD) to Scott McGurk on the
August 28, 2007 Scholarship awards
luncheon. The LBUSD would like to thank
SPE for participating as special judges at the
12th Annual District Science Fair. The
committee’s contribution made the event a
memorable science experience for all the
students. Thanks again to the committee for
their generosity and the recognition of the
achievements of talented science students.
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Minutes from LA SPE Board Meeting August 28, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 10:07 a.m. A quorum was present.
1. Attendees
Scott McGurk
Chairperson
Brandy Fellers
Vice Chairperson
Jack Smith
Director, 2009, Scholarships, Science Fairs
Rudy Weibel
Director, 2008
Alan Spivak
Director, 2007
Mike Utt
Director, 2007
Vivian Bust
Treasurer
Pat Shuler
Secretary and Jr. Past Chairman
2. Minutes of June Meeting
The previous meeting did not have a quorum, and so there were no official minutes to approve.
3. Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s Report through June was approved.
There was a discussion about the request for renewed support for the FSEA program for $3,750 at
the Mabel Paine School in Yorba Linda. Sam Sarem will be providing an update about the status
and upcoming plans for this outreach program soon. The Board plans to take up this item at the
next scheduled meeting in September.
4. Board Nominations
The Board will have several openings for the next year, starting in October. Anyone who has in
interest to serve as a Director or become involved with any of the committees is encouraged to
contact Scott McGurk.
5. Golf Tournament Update
The golf tournament was a great success and provided a net income of almost $22,000. The Board
offers many thanks to Mark Shemaria and the whole Golf Tournament Committee. Next year
Mike Filbey will head up the golf tournament.
6. Continuing Education
The short course presented by Halliburton about the petrophysics of California turbidites was a
technical success, plus it netted approximately $2,400. Rudy Weibel will send an appropriate
thank you gift to the instructors.
7. Scholarships
LASPE has donated $10,500 in 2007 towards scholarships. Five of recipients were present to
receive their certificates at this meeting.
8. ATCE 2007
Progress continues on arranging for volunteers to assist during the ATCE in Anaheim. Most
discussion at this Board meeting concerned the alternative arrangements for the Student Tours.
Money to support this may come from Southern California Gas or from the SPE Western Region.
One action item is that a draft written description of the THUMS tour be provided by Scott
Hara/Brady Fellers to Scott McGurk.
9. Other Business
Sam Sarem provided an update about OCEC and the opportunity for SPE participation. Technical
abstracts are due October 16 for the next Western Regional Meeting scheduled March 31 –April 3,
2008 in Bakersfield. Anyone interested in helping to review these abstracts should contact Scott
Hara.
10. Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m.
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Services Offered

Reservoir Management
Drilling Programs
Waterflood Optimization
Tertiary Recovery / EOR
Economic Evaluation
Acquisition and Divestitures

Scott W. McGurk
Petroleum Engineering Consultant
LA Basin SPE Chairman
714-403-9839
LOVESM @ IX.NETCOM.COM

Continuing Education Course
PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION REVIEW
COURSE FOR PETROLEUM ENGINEERING
COURSE DESCRIPTION: The Course covers most topics that are
found on the State Board Petroleum Engineering Professional
Examination.
WHO SHOULD ATTEND: Engineers who are planning on taking the PE
Examination in Petroleum Engineering this fall.
INSTRUCTOR: Bing Wines, PE
LOS ANGELES COURSE
(8:00 AM - 5:00 PM)
Monday through Friday
September 24 – 28, 2007
For More Information:
405-722-6761
E Mail: bingwines@aol.com
WINROCK ENGINEERING, INC.
P. O. BOX 94005
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, 73143

Please notify SPE Headquarters directly with change of address: P.O. Box 833836,
Richardson, TX 75083 Tel: (800) 456-6863 Fax: (972) 952-9435 or go to
http://www.spe.org/mbrservices/index.cfm
We appreciate your feedback. Send your comments/suggestions/contributions to
Larry Gilpin, Editor: larry@4thforge.com If you no longer wish to receive this
newsletter, please send an email to larry@4thforge.com

Visit our website at
www.laspe.org

» 500+ technical papers
» General session on best practices
for staffing challenges
» 400+ exhibiting companies
» Networking events
» Student and young professional activities

INNOVATE
A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE AND TECHNOLOGY

THUMS production facilities in Long Beach, CA, designed to blend in with coastal community. Photo courtesy of Occidental Petroleum Corporation.

REGISTER NOW
www.spe.org/atce
Society of Petroleum Engineers
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