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A Message from the Chair 

 
 
Dear Los Angeles Basin SPE Members, 
 
April showers bring the Annual May SPE Golf Tournament fund 
raiser.  At last count by Mark Shemaria, it appears that the tournament 
this year will be another sell out.  Many thanks to Mark and his 
dedicated support team for the hours of hard work they committed to 
making this fund raiser a success.  Even if you don’t golf, please stop 
by the tournament for the lunch BBQ and buy lots of raffle tickets for 
a chance to win some of the great prizes to be given away in the 
evening.  The prizes were all donated by many individuals and 
companies that support this fund raising effort.  Remember – all 
proceeds go to supporting the LA Basin SPE and its many programs, 
including scholarships, community outreach, student activities, and 
continuing education for SPE members. 
 
As the 2007 SPE Annual Technical Conference and Exhibit in 
November gets closer, I want to remind LA Basin SPE members that 
we will need a total of approximately 170 volunteers to help in the 
technical sessions, the registration area, and with student tours of the 
exhibit hall.  The 2007 ATCE will be at the Anaheim Convention 
Center and more than 7000 world wide SPE members are expected to 
attend.  So if you are planning to attend, and you think you can donate 
a half-day of your time, please contact me as soon as possible. 
 
As Chair of the LA SPE Continuing Education program, Rudy Weibel 
is planning to schedule a one day class on the Petrophysics of 
Southern California Turbidites and their Shaly Sands.  He is hoping to 
hold the class in early June at the Long Beach Petroleum Club, so 
please stay tuned for more details. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone at our regular SPE Forum meeting 
at the Long Beach Petroleum Club on May 8. 
 

Scott McGurk 
Los Angeles SPE Chairperson 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 

 

LA SPE Petroleum Technology Forum  –  May 8, 2007 

 
CRUDE PRICING AND OIL DEMAND: A WORLD IN CRISIS 

The May Monthly Petroleum Technology Forum meets Tuesday, May 8, 2007 at the Long Beach 
Petroleum Club.  Barry Evans, President of Evans, Frey and Walker and Tom Walker, Vice-
President of Evans, Frey and Walker will present a two-part discussion of world oil demand and 
crude pricing.   Abstracts and bios are provided below. 

Location: 
Long Beach Petroleum Club 
3636 Linden Avenue 
Long Beach, CA  90807 

Time: 
Registration: 11:30 AM 
Buffet Lunch: 12:00 noon 
Presentation: 12:15-1:00 PM 

Cost: 
$20.00, students are our 
guests. 
 

 
Abstract: 

Oil price forecasts are regularly featured on the front page of the newspaper and on various news 
organizations’ web pages.  These forecasts will likely differ in their view of oil prices over time, 
but they do have one thing in common – they will be found to be wrong.  Tom Walker’s 
presentation will cover a survey of the current oil price forecasts, along with an in-house forecast of 
long-term oil price trends. 
Barry Evans will discuss the uncertainty regarding rising demand for oil and gas and the ability of 
supplies to meet projected demand. Oil and gas currently provide the bulk of the world’s energy 
supply. Recently, oil productive capacity has narrowly exceeded demand resulting in a significant 
increase in oil prices. Almost all oil analysts agree to the ultimate peaking and decline in oil 
production, but timing is the question. It is generally conceded that new energy systems will be 
necessary. These will be composed primarily of oil and gas and other substitutes in increasing 
quantities as production declines. The biggest problem is the lack of verifiable knowledge 
regarding 75% of the world’s oil reserves located in the Middle East. Consequently, supply–
demand forecasts by EIA-DOE,  IEA, OECD etc. are without foundation. Without valid forecasts 
the peak oil rate could be eminent or already be here. Since supplemental energy sources are still in 
the developmental stages, economic “meltdowns” and “resource wars” could become a reality.  
Biography: 

 

 

For the last 4 years Barry Evans has been President of Evans, Frey & Walker, 
Consulting Petroleum Engineers. Prior to this he had his own consulting firm, 
B. L. Evans & Associates. Prior to consulting he was E.V. P. and Manager of 
Operations for Century Oil Corp, Vice President- Security Pacific bank, and 
with Chevron he was a Division Reservoir Engineer and the Bakersfield 
District Engineer.  He has lectured at USC, UCLA and Stanford, He holds 
Bachelor and Master’s degrees in Petroleum Engineering from USC. He is a 
member of SPE, SPEE and is a senior member of the American Society of 
Appraisers. 

 

 

Tom Walker is a consulting petroleum engineer with Evans & Walker in 
Fountain Valley, California.  He received a B.S. in Petroleum Engineering 
from Texas A&M University, and joined Mobil in 1986.  He worked as a 
field petroleum engineer, process engineer (in a polyethylene plant), facilities 
engineer and health, safety and environmental engineer in various Texas and 
California locations with Mobil and then Aera until 1999.  His primary focus 
with Evans & Walker is on oil and gas valuation work, with a few 
international projects and some expert witness work thrown in for good 
measure. 
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Forum Report for April 2007 

April Forum Report 

 On April 10, 2007, SPE Distinguished Lecturer Tony Harrison of Santos Ltd. Presented an 
excellent talk titled “Reserves Management & Auditability – Critical Requirements in Today’s Oil 
& Gas Industry.”  Tony spoke about petroleum reserves in general, key tests for booking them and 
the various classifications of reserves developed by the joint SPE, AAPG, the World Petroleum 
Congress and the Society of Petroleum Evaluation Engineers.  This updated classification system 
will be available in June, 2007.  This system, a matrix from prospective resources to proved 
reserves ordered by risk is summarized in the chart below. 
 

 

 

Tony also reviewed Santos’ integrated approach to resource management – a system of identifying 
resources and shepherding them from prospect status through production and sales.  The benefit of 
such an integrated system was perfectly demonstrated with the reserve growth of the Kern River 
field, discovered in 1899: 

! After 43 years of operation, it had reserves of 54 million barrels. 
! In next 43 years, it produced, not 54 but 730 million barrels. 
! At the end of that time, in 1986, it had “remaining reserves” of about 900 million 

barrels. 
! At end 2000 the field had produced 1,760 million barrels 

Tony’s talk was a very clear walkthrough of the need to quantify the range of total resources in 
any field’s or company’s portfolio that will form the basis of future cash flow.  The entire talk is 
posted on our website: www.laspe.org. 
 

 
Following his visit to LASPE, Tony continued a 
marathon schedule to Bakersfield, San 
Francisco, Billings and Denver.  Here he is in 
front of the Golden Gate Bridge following his 
talk up north.  
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LASPE Crude Price Challenge   &  Scholarship Report 

 

Crude Price Challenge Update 
Well, it’s almost over, but anything can happen between April 26th and May 1st.  As it stands now, there 
are six entries within $1.00 of the April 25th price and 23 entries within $5.00.  The May 1st price is the 
one that counts and it looks like one of the “high-siders” will carry the day. 
 
Plan to attend the Petroleum Technology 
Forum Lunch Meeting on May 8, 2007 for an 
excellent discussion of crude price 
forecasting by Barry Evans and Tom Walker 
and awarding of prizes to the contest 
winners. 
First prize is a $25.00 Trader Joe’s gift 
certificate, which will be doubled if the 
winner is present and tripled if the winner 
can produce their receipt from the January 8th 
Petroleum Technology Forum meeting.  The 
second prize is also a $25.00 Trader Joe’s 
gift certificate, but with no enhancements.  In 
case of ties, earliest entry wins. 
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Scholarship Report 
At the April 10, 2007 Board Meeting, Scholarship Chairperson Jack Smith presented his 
recommendations for the award of Dr. Bruce W. Davis Memorial (USC), Graduate, Undergraduate, and 
Mei Chang  scholarships.  A total of $10,500 is being awarded for the 2007/2008 school year.  We are 
pleased to announce the following scholarship award winners: 
Dr. Bruce W. Davis Memorial (USC): 

Juan P. Kopp   USC   $1000  
Graduate: 

Parham Ghods   USC   $1000  
Mohsen Heidary-Fyrozjaee USC   $1000  
Nelia Jafroodi   USC   $1000  
Reza Rastegar Moghadam USC   $1000  
Dalad Nattwongasem  USC   $1000  
Abdollah Orangi   USC   $1000  

Undergraduate:   

George Romero, Jr.  CSLB              $500 
Mei Chang Scholarship:      

 Carlos Branes   LBCC   $500 
 Christopher Newman  UN Reno  $500 
 Ali Rassamdana  UC Riverside  $500 
 Danielle Romero  CSU Fullerton  $500 
 Alex Smith   Cal Poly Pomona $500 
 Eric Swanson   Dartmouth College $500 
Scholarship awards will be presented to the students at the LASPE Monthly Technology Forum on June 
12, 2007 at the Long Beach Petroleum Club. LASPE’s Scholarship program is financed by the golf 
tournament proceeds, reimbursement from SPE International, and donations from generous local oil 
companies and individuals.         Page 4 

 
 



LA SPE Community Outreach 

 

LASPE Community Outreach - FSEA at Mabel Paine Elementary School 
 
On April 19, 2007, Pat Shuler and Rick Finken gave an overview of our industry to 24 enthusiastic 
Fourth Grade students participating in the after school FSEA (Future Scientists and Engineers of 
America) program at Mabel Paine Elementary School in Yorba Linda. 
 
LASPE has been a sponsor of this program for the past seven years.  The program’s goal is to acquaint 
4th graders with science and engineering through an after-school science club offering hands on projects 
that demonstrate scientific principles and show how things work.  One of the favorite projects is 
building a bridge out of Popsicle sticks.  Four of the twelve bridges built this year supported 40 pounds 
without collapsing! 

 

 

 

 
Three years ago LASPE members developed an experiment demonstrating 
depletion and gravity drainage drive in reservoirs.  This experiment uses simple 
equipment and club soda and has proven to be a popular addition to FSEA’s 
curriculum.  This “Oil” segment is given in two parts; the first being a review of 
the oil industry and a discussion of all the uses of petroleum as a fuel and as an 
important chemical feedstock.  The equipment for the experiment is shown on the 
left. 
 

 

 

 

 
From left to right, Pat Shuler is shown here with faculty sponsor 
Mary Jacobs and adult sponsor John Halbur.  Mary has been 
FSEA faculty advisor at Mabel Paine for 8 years.  She started 
when our own Sam Sarem started the club at the school and was 
adult advisor.  Sam was followed by John Halbur the next year 
and has been adult advisor for the past 7 years.  

 

 
 

Funding for LASPE’s support is supplied 

from the Annual Charity Golf Tournament, 

which will be held on May 18
, 
2007 at Los 

Serranos CC in Chino Hills. 
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Annual SPE Easter Egg Hunt 

 

On April 5, 2007, the Section had another successful 
and rewarding Annual SPE Easter Egg Hunt.  This 
year’s participants were Gerry Munoz, Ed Santiago, 
Christina Saldivar (Easter Bunny), Vanessa Perez, and 
numerous California State Lands employees.   Two days 
before the Hunt, volunteers at State Lands stuffed over 
1700 plastic Easter eggs with wrapped chocolate candy 
during their lunch period. 

 

 
 

 

 

On the day of the event, the participants met at 
Drake Park in Long Beach and immediately 
started to disperse all the Easter eggs around the 
park.  The 120 children in attendance were all 
Kindergarten students at Long Beach 
International Elementary School.  They walked to 
the park with their colorful baskets and eager 
eyes waiting to spot the Easter Bunny’s 
appearance.  After an hour of scattering and 
hiding the eggs, it only took the children about 60 
seconds to clear the park. 

Their faces were full of delight as they scrambled and searched for the colorful plastic eggs.  After 
the children sat down near their baskets, eggs were distributed among the classrooms to make sure 
they shared their eggs equally with their less successful hunters and gatherers.  Afterwards, each child 
took their own personal Polaroid picture with the Easter Bunny to keep as a memorable reminder of 
the festive day. 
 

 

 

 
Students searching for Easter Eggs, above. At right, 

the Teachers of Long Beach International Elementary 

 

 
 

The teachers and assistants were very thankful as were the children.  Long 
Beach International’s Principal Kimberley Baril loves to remind SPE that 
this event is one of the nicest things planned for the school’s kinder children.  
In addition, highlighting this year’s occasion was a surprised visit by Long 
Beach Vice Mayor and Councilperson for the First District, Bonnie 
Lowenthal (pictured at right with Easter Bunny).  Deputy Bianca Roman, 
Ms. Lowenthal’s “right hand” as she kindly refers to her, also was present to 
give us a “hand” during the Hunt and activities.  Our special thanks to the 
State Lands Commission staff, Bonnie Lowenthal, Bianca Roman, and SPE 
volunteers for making this another annual event to remember. 
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Science Fair News 

 

SPE volunteers Jack Smith, Ed Santiago, Christina Saldivar and Vanessa M. Perez, were special judges 
for the 57th Annual Orange County Science Fair (OCSF) and Los Angeles County Science Fair 
(LACSF).  The OCSF took place on Wednesday, April 25, 2007 at the Orange Co. fair grounds in 
Costa Mesa and the LACSF was on Friday, April 27, 2007 held at the Convention Center in Downtown 
Los Angeles.  The Special Awards were given by the Long Beach SPE Section for Junior and Senior 
Division high school students.  The displays were judged on creativity, scientific thought, 
thoroughness, skill, and clarity.  Each winner received a $100 special award and certificate of 
achievement from LB SPE for petroleum engineering or science related Science Fair projects.   
 

Orange Co. Science Fair winner’s exhibits are shown below.  Congratulation to Case Takara, Yori Enokida, and Sara Seto. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Case Takara-7th grade-Saint 
Anne School (OCSF) 
CO-MOVEMENT 

THROUGH BARRIER 

SUBSTANCES-AN ANALOG 

FOR CARBON CAPTURE & 

SEQUESTRATION 

Yori Enokida-7th grade-Plaza 
Vista Elementary (OCSF)  
SPLISH SPLASH-WHAT 

TYPE OF SOIL IS BEST 

FOR WATER RETENTION 
 

Sara Seto-11th grade-Villa Park 
High School (OCSF) 
WATER VELOCITY- 

FLOWING THROUGH 

TUBES  
 

 

Los Angeles Co. Science Fair winner’s exhibits are shown below.  Congratulations to Declan Knight, Amy Tran, Lauren 

Schurmeier. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Declan Knight-6th grade-
Westside Neighbor School 
(LACSF) 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF 

DENSITY, TEMPERATURE, 

AND VISCOSITY OF 

LIQUID MATERIALS 

 

Amy Tran-10th grade-San 
Gabrielino High School 
(LACSF) 
RESISTING CORROSION 

 

Lauren Schurmeier-12th grade-
Francisco Bravo Medical 
Magnet High School (LACSF) 
FLUORESCENT 

MICROBEADS FOR FLOW 

RATE CALIBRATIONS IN 

CHANNELS 
Ed Santiago shown in photo. 
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Please notify SPE Headquarters directly with change of address: P.O. Box 833836, 

Richardson, TX 75083 Tel: (800) 456-6863 Fax: (972) 952-9435 or go to 

http://www.spe.org/mbrservices/index.cfm 

We appreciate your feedback. Send your comments/suggestions/contributions to Larry 

Gilpin, Editor: larry@4thforge.com If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please 

send an email to  larry@4thforge.com  

 

Visit our website at
www.laspe.org

 
 

Golf Tournament SOLD OUT but BBQ and Banquet 

Tickets STILL AVAILABLE 

www.LASPE.org 

Annual Classic LA SPE Charity Golf Tournament 

May 18, 2007 at 

Los Serranos Country Club, Chino Hills 

 

Contact Mark Shemaria  

Tidelands Oil Production Company  

(562) 495-9392 direct   (562) 495-1950 fax  

(562) 244-3532 cell 
 

Continuing Education Course 
PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION REVIEW 

COURSE FOR PETROLEUM ENGINEERING 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  The Course covers most 
topics that are found on the State Board Petroleum 
Engineering Professional Examination.           
 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND: Engineers who are 
planning on taking the PE Examination in Petroleum 
Engineering this fall.  INSTRUCTOR: Bing Wines, PE 
 

LOS ANGELES COURSE (8:00 AM - 5:00 PM) 
      Monday through Friday   
 September 24 – 28, 2007 

 

For More Information:    405-722-6761      
E Mail:  bingwines@aol.com 
WINROCK ENGINEERING, INC. 

P. O. BOX 94005 OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, 73143 

 


