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A Message from the Chair
New Chairperson coming and Joint Meeting 

with CCCOGP this month

Dear Fellow SPE Members,

I hope that everyone had a great summer, 
and you are ready to pick-up the pace for 
another very active LASPE Section year.  As 
most of you know, September 30th marks 
the end of my tenure as your 2011 – 2012 
Chairperson, and this is my last “Message 
from the Chair.”  

Taking over the Chairperson’s position for the LASPE 2012 – 2013 
term will be Steve Cheung.   Steve has worked very closely with me 
during my tenure, and has demonstrated very enthusiastic 
participation in our Outreach events and helping to shape our 
activities and programs for the coming year.  He has always been 
ready to volunteer his help and has contributed to MESA Day 
events, Newsletter content, SPEI Western Regional teleconferences 
(Secretary), and initiated several new programs to benefit the 
Section in the coming season (membership survey and other 
committees).  Steve is exceptionally well qualified to serve as your 
Chairperson, as he has exemplary experience and service to SPE 
including committee memberships and organization of SPE 
workshops and symposiums.  He has held the honor of being an 
SPE Dist inguished Lecturer and ser ved on  the SPE 
Distinguished Lecturer Committee.  Please join me in welcoming 
Steve as your new LASPE Chairperson.    

PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY FORUM PROGRAM, SEPTEMBER 19, 2012
The next Petroleum Technology Forum will be jointly held Tuesday, Septmeber 19 with the CCOGP at The 
Grand. The speaker isTim Kustic, State Oil & Gas Supervisor         Abstract and speaker bio fo"ow on page 3.                  

Location:
The Grand

 4101 East Willow Street
Long Beach, CA

Time:
Registration: 11:30 AM
Buffet Lunch: 11:45 AM

Presentation: 12:15-1:00 PM

Cost:
$25.00 members,

$30.00 non-members, 
Free for students

Recipient of the 2011 SPE President’s Section Award for Exce"ence

continued on page 2....

Los Angeles Basin Section
Society of Petroleum Engineers

http://www.LASPE.org
http://www.LASPE.org
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Over the summer there were several events that I would like to update you on.  First is a recap of the 
June 12th Forum.  Since this is the first Newsletter after the summer, you will find highlights (and 
photos) of the scholarship awards presented at the forum.  We had an excellent turn-out that 
included several parents, as well as many attendees from our regular membership.  

Another noteworthy occasion that is becoming an annual event was a recognition luncheon for the 
2011 – 2012 members of the board and committees.  The luncheon was held at Gladstone’s, Long 
Beach (July 17th, 2012), where we enjoyed the local fare, harbor view, and lively discussions.  I would 
like to express special thanks to Vanessa Perez for making all the arrangements, and providing a 
highlight of the event in this newsletter. 

There was great response to the membership survey - thanks to all!  As mentioned in the June 
Newsletter, the survey was proposed by Steve Cheung for the main purpose of providing valuable 
information for shaping the 2012 – 2013 technical programs.  Over the summer the Survey Committee 
consolidated the responses and studied the results in an effort to guide decisions on future Section 
activities.   

I hope that many of you will be able to join us at the September Forum.  The Forum will be a joint 
event with the CCCOGP, and held at The Grand, September 19th, 2012 (please see details in the 
announcement later in this newsletter).   It will be an opportunity for you to get reacquainted with 
“old” friends and meet your board members for the coming LASPE Section year.   Please be prepared 
to pay an increased fee of $25 (the meal cost has risen and the fee helps pay for student lunches as 
well).     

Thanks for all the support you have given me during my tenure as your Chairperson!

Eric Withjack
Chairperson 2011-2012  
dremmw@yahoo.com

Message from the Chair...continued $om page 1

Shipping out ... thanks to the crew! 
! ! !
! ! ! ! Eric

mailto:dremmw@yahoo.com
mailto:dremmw@yahoo.com
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The September meeting of the Conservation Committee of California Oil and Gas Producers 
(CCCOGP) will be held jointly with the LA Basin Section SPE.   It will be held Wednesday, 
September 19, 2012 at The Grand at Willow St. Centre, 4101 East Willow Street, Long Beach, 
California.
 
Tim Kustic, the State Oil and Gas Supervisor, will be our guest speaker.   The title of Tim’s 
presentation is “Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources - Issues, Challenges, 
Opportunities and the Path Forward”. As the Division approaches its 100th year since 
establishment, its internal operations and priorities are rapidly evolving, as are the number and 
make-up of parties interested in the Division's work. The once behind-the-scenes regulatory 
agency known mainly to the upstream oil, gas, and geothermal operators has come to the attention 
of the public, environmental organizations, and multiple governmental agencies. In this visible and 
dynamic environment, the Division continues to carry out its core mandates to prevent damage to 
life, health, property, and natural resources and to encourage the wise development of oil, gas, and 
geothermal resources.
 
Schedule of Events:
11:30 Registration
11:45 Lunch ! Note: Lunch is $25 for SPE Members
12:15 CCCOGP Engineering Board Report: Inglewood and Montebello Fields
12:30 Guest Speaker: Tim Kustic
1:00 Adjourn
 
So that we can plan for reservations, handouts, etc., PLEASE send us a note, e-mail us at 
janderson@cccogp.org or call (661) 635-0556 to confirm your attendance.  If you plan on bringing 
a guest(s), please let us know their name(s) so that we can prepare a nametag for them prior to the 
meeting.  We can always handle a few late or non-confirmed attendees, but we try to do as much 
pre-planning as possible to assure good and timely service.
 
We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, September 19th.

Leila Rashedi Vlasko
Forum Chairperson
lvlasko@betaoffshore.com

                 

FORUM FROM PAGE 1 . . .

PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY FORUM  SEPTEMBER  19, 2012

Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources - Issues, Challenges, 
Opportunities and the Path Forward 
Tim Kustic, State Oil and Gas Supervisor

mailto:janderson@cccogp.org
mailto:janderson@cccogp.org
mailto:lvlasko@betaoffshore.com
mailto:lvlasko@betaoffshore.com
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The 2012, LA Basin SPE Board Appreciation Luncheon was held on July 17, 2012, at Gladstone’s 
Restaurant in Long Beach.  Each year, the LA Basin SPE invites all board/committee members, and 
the golf tournament committee, to a special luncheon to show appreciation for their time and 
efforts during the past year.  It’s our way of saying “thanks,” and an opportunity to congratulate 
everyone for making the LASPE 2011-2012 term such a successful year.   

During the luncheon, Eric Withjack, our 2011-2012 Chairperson, welcomed everyone and 
introduced our new incoming Chairperson, Steve Cheung whose term will begin in October 2012.  
Special thanks to our scholarship Chair, Jack Smith and Vanessa Perez for judging the Orange/LA 
County Science, and State Science Fairs, along with Scholarship selections.  Scott Hara was the 
lead Chairperson and organized the MESA Day events at Cal State Long Beach, and continues his 
contribution and time to our community outreach events.  We also recognized the Golf 
Tournament Committee, which was chaired by Rich Manuel.  The Tournament each year raises a 
substantial portion of the LA Basin SPE operating funds, especially scholarships, and allows us to 
give-back in support for several other activities in our community.  

Thanks again to all the Board and Committee members who take time from their busy schedules 
each year to volunteer for the board and the many committees.  The luncheon was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all, both as a recognition of accomplishments of the past term, and also as a 
transitioning point into the start of the 2012-2013 term.  We look forward to all of your great 
voluntary support, and seeing some new faces here next year!

LA SPE APPRECIATION LUNCHEON
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LA SPE APPRECIATION LUNCHEON - MORE PHOTOS
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During the summer of 2012, Dr. Steve Cheung, a LASPE Board member, taught a graduate-level 
Petroleum Engineering class at the University of Southern California. There were 34 students who took 
the class on- campus, and 17 more who took it remotely from locations such as Kuwait, New York, New 
Orleans, Houston, and Bakersfield. Steve wanted to expose the students to as many different learning 
opportunities as possible. Therefore, during the first day of class, he asked the local students whether 
they wanted to visit a working oilfield to have a 'touch-feel' of the real oil industry world. The response 
was instantly and overwhelmingly YES. During one of the monthly LASPE lunch meetings, Steve 
approached Mr. Baldev Gill, a fellow LASPE Board member, and asked him whether there would be any 
local oilfields for the students to visit. Baldev said he could host one to the Wilmington Field, just 
offshore and very visible from the City of Long Beach. Steve asked Dr. Ershaghi for permission, and the 
professor gladly approved.

The date of June 8 was set but it was learned that the operation could only accommodate 25 people at a 
time. That limitation disappointed about 10 local students who wanted to go, but could not. Steve 
brought up his courage, and approached Baldev again to see if he is open to host one more field trip. 
Fortunately Baldev said he will. This arrangement allowed for two field trips: one on June 8 and a 
second one on June 15.

On the days of the field trips, the students carpooled from downtown Los Angeles area to the THUMS 
pier in Long Beach, within sight of the magnificent Queen Mary ocean liner, a world famous tourist 
spot. Mr. Gill brought dozens of donuts for the students, and presented an overview of the Wilmington 
field. This field is among the top five largest oilfield in USA and part of the field sits underneath the city 
of Long Beach, and part offshore. In the 1960's, four man-made islands were constructed in the bay to 
develop this enormous field. If you ever visit Long Beach, look offshore and you will see several super-
narrow,multi-colored towers on tiny islands. At first, you may think these are strange-looking resort 
hotel or condominium towers. Actually these towers were built to camouflage the drilling rigs.    

A safety video was shown, hardhats and safety glasses were distributed and then the students board a 
transport boat. On the June 8 trip, two other management-level employees, Dr. Serge Baghdikian and 
Mr. Carlos Carrion from the City of Long Beach, joined the field trip to welcome the USC students. 
After a short, enjoyable, scenic, and breezy boat ride, the students arrived at White Island, one of the 
four artificial islands built years ago to produce oil from this field.

On June 8, Carlos showed the students around, and on June 15, Baldev hosted the field trip. They 
showed the students what wellheads looked like. They also showed and answer questions about BOP, 
ESP, Pig, workover rigs, logging trucks, water-oil separators among other oilfield tools and equipments. 
These terms the students learned in class, and these terms came alive on this field trip. The hosts also 
mentioned what they have to be concerned with beside oil production: safety, marine life, subsidence, 
noise, visual appearance, royalty sharing, and regulations from Federal, State and City Agencies, and 
many more. Mr. Gill also answered questions about career experiences.

One of the top high-lights of the field trips was the visit to the control room, where the field personnel 
in a room watching computer monitors were able to observe and control hundreds of measuring devices 
and valves to optimize this waterflood field. The students were grateful to Ms. Sonya Chavez and her 
team at Oxy, the field contractor, for demonstrating how modern technology helped to revitalize this 
aging field.  

USC STUDENT TRIP TO WILMINGTON FIELD 
OFFSHORE LONG BEACH
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About two hours later, the students boarded the boats to get back on dry land and headed back into 
busy cities of Los Angeles and Long Beach, armed with new knowledge and appreciation of oilfield 
reservoir and production management.

They wrote many Thank You emails to their host, Mr. Baldev Gill, thanking him to give them first 
hand knowledge that they would never get from reading text books, listening to lectures, or surfing the 
internet.

The students also thanked Steve Cheung profusely for his extra efforts to arrange the field trips. Steve 
also showed the pictures and described the field trip in class so the students from offsite locations 
could have a feel of the experience.  

This is a great benefit example of the Society of Petroleum Engineers International, especially the 
networking opportunity during the chance meeting in one Los Angeles Basin luncheons, that help to 
transfer valuable knowledge to the younger generation of petroleum engineers.

USC STUDENT  TRIP TO WILMINGTON FIELD 
OFFSHORE LONG BEACH  -  CONTINUED
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USC STUDENT  TRIP PHOTOS CONTINUED
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PHOTOS FROM JUNE 12TH  FORUM PRESENTATION

NEXT-GENERATION HEAVY OIL RECOVERY METHODS 
Jalal Abedi

University of Calgary
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LASPE - YOUNG PROFESSIONALS EVENT
Our recent social event at Sababa in Long Beach was another successful event which brought together 
more than fifty young professionals and students. This event was sponsored by Signal Hills Petroleum.
Talking to students and young professional, there was obvious interest in continuing the social events. 
We also received great feedbacks from students at USC and CSULB which were seeking career advice 
from young professionals regarding different opportunities in the field of oil and gas. 
The main purpose of these events is to exchange ideas, socialized and have a great time. 
So far this year, we have had several successful social events organized by SPE YP. Our next event will be 
in September at Shorebreak hotel in Huntington Beach. A formal invite will be sent out to all our LA 
SPE YP members.
Please see the following pictures taken during the Sababa social event:
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STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP AWARD PHOTOS 

Scholarships awarded to students by LASPE June 12, 2012
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LASPE BOARD MEETING MINUTES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING,  JUNE   12, 2012

Attendance:
Vanessa Perez, Sr. Past Section Chair
Dr. Eric Withjack, Section Chair 
Dr. Steve Cheung, Section Vice Chair
Serge Baghdikian, Board Member through 2014
Leila Rashedi Vlasko, Forum Chair, Board Member through 2012
Nazee Heda, Board Member through 2013

Rick Finken, Treasurer
Rachel Spitz, Secretary 
Jack Smith Scholarship Chair

Proceedings:

1. The meeting was called to order at 10:40 AM.  A quorum was met.

2. The proposed agenda was approved.

3. The minutes of the May 8, 2012 meeting, as published in the LASPE Newsletter, were approved. 

4. Reports:

 4.1.  Treasurer’s Report – Rick Finken:   May 2012, expenses exceeded income by $30,379.  Golf 
Tournament income ($15,708), Forum receipts ($680) and a $300 donation from Black Gold Pump 
for Young Professional activities did not offset audit meal expenses ($306), May Forum invoice 
($714), Scholarship awards ($17,500), a donation to the Los Angeles County Science Fair ($500), 
USC Student support at the 2012 WRM ($2,014), newsletter and website costs ($272), Golf 
Tournament expenses ($25,717) and a Young Professional planning meeting expense ($45).

4.2.  The Golf Tournament financial report as of June 1st shows a net surplus of $22,055.

4.3.  The total value of LASPE’s assets was $78,191 as of May 31, 2012. 

4.4 "The audit of LASPE’s finances for the SPE Fiscal year starting on April 1, 2010 took place on 
May 21st.  The report to the Board by the auditor, Wayne Avellanet was presented to the 
Board at a lunch meeting on May 22nd.  The audit reported “that the financial records, as 
reflected in the treasurer’s report and accompanying bank/investment statements, for the LA 
Basin Section of SPE, for the fiscal year ended on March 31, 2012 are correct in all material 
respects.”

continues next page...
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4.5"Thanks to the City of Long Beach, through Serge Baghdikian, for providing office space for 
the audit and the use of its conference room for the presentation to the Board.  And thanks to 
Baldev Gill for hosting the auditor and yours truly on a tour of Island White the afternoon of 
May 22nd.

4.6"Survey Committee Report – Steve Cheng: The deadline for the survey is July 10, 2012, a 
reminder will be sent.  The Google surveys were sent out via email June 9, 2012.  34 results 
so far, spreadsheets and graphs have been generated.  The results may be discussed at the 
annual appreciation lunch.

     5.      Old Business:

5.1   Section Annual Report – Eric Withjack: The report was sent to SPEI.  They are requesting 
additional information on donations, awards, events.  R. Finken can supply financial reports, 
V. Perez will supply budget for events, and J. Smith will supply budget for science fairs.

     6.    New Business:

6.1. Appreciation Luncheon – Vanessa Perez: Planning in process, options for restaurants to vote 
on, scheduled for July 17, 2012.  Determinations will be made via e-mail.

6.2. Board members next term – Eric Withjack/BOD:  there will be three (3) position openings as of 
October 2012.  Needed: two (2) board members, one (1) Vice Chair, and one (1) Secretary.

     7.    Section Activities:

7.1  As of September 2012 the Forum cost will increase by $5.  $25/member, $30/non-member.  
The motion was approved by all.

      8.     The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 AM.

...LASPE BOARD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUES 
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Please notify SPE Headquarters directly 
with change of address: P.O. Box 833836, 
Richardson, TX 75083 Tel : (800 ) 
456-6863 Fax: (972) 952-9435 or go to 
ht tp : / /www.spe .org /mbrser v i ces /
index.cfm We appreciate your feedback. 
Send your comments/suggestions/
contributions to Larry Gilpin, Editor: 
larry@4thforge.com 

SERVICES OFFERED   

DAVID B. DEL MAR
Consulting Petroleum Geologist

California Registered Geologist #634

Development - Thermal EOR - Property Reviews

2027 Park Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90026
C (323) 219-3804  H (323) 664-3358

dbdelmar@gmail.com

http://www.spe.org/mbrservices/index.cfm
http://www.spe.org/mbrservices/index.cfm
http://www.spe.org/mbrservices/index.cfm
http://www.spe.org/mbrservices/index.cfm
mailto:larry@4thforge.com
mailto:larry@4thforge.com
mailto:dbdelmar@gmail.com
mailto:dbdelmar@gmail.com
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LASPE OFFICERS & BOARD  
Name Position E-mail

Vanessa Perez Senior Past Chair perezv28@gmail.com

Mike Utt Junior Past Chair mikeutt@roadrunner.com

Dr. Eric Withjack Chair 2011-2012 dremmw@yahoo.com

Steve Cheung Vice Chair 2011-2013 steveior@yahoo.com

Leila Rashedi Vlasko Board Member through 2012 lvlasko@betaoffshore.com

Baldev Gill Board Member through 2012 baldev.gill@longbeach.gov

Serge Baghdikian Board Member through 2014 serge.baghdikian@longbeach.gov

Adi Varma Board Member through 2014 aditya_varma@oxy.com

Nazee Heda Board Member through 2013 Nazee.Heda@slc.ca.gov

Rachel Spitz Secretary rspitz@ptslabs.com

Rick Finken Treasurer rdfinken@gmail.com

Robert Visser Assistant Treasurer rcvbelmar@aol.com

Committee Chairs E-mail

Scott Hara Community Outreach Scott_Hara@oxy.com

Leila Rashedi Vlasko Forum & Program lvlasko@betaoffshore.com

Rich Manuel Golf Tournament rmanuel@mindspring.com

Dr. Jalal Torabzadeh Membership torabzad@csulb.edu

Dr. Iraj Ershaghi Publications Mentor ersahghi@usc.edu

Jack Smith Scholarships Jack.Smith@slc.ca.gov

Devon Shay Student Chapters DShay@SHPI.net

A. B. Gorashi Training goras9@aol.com

Ryan Kwong Young Professionals Ryan_Kwong@oxy.com

Jovy Kroh Young Professionals jkroh@shpi.net

Larry Gilpin Newsletter & Website Editor/Publisher Larry@4thForge.com
(714) 847-7119

SPE Contacts

Sam Sarem, Ph.D WNAR Director sam4iprc@aol.com

SPE Contacts for Sections sections@spe.com


