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Los Angeles Basin Section
Society of Petroleum Engineers
Recipient of the 2011 SPE President’s Section Award for Exce"ence

A Message from the Chair
G o l f, M E S A , Ne w B o a rd Me m b e r a n d
Volunteers
Dear Fellow SPE Members,
We have just passed what I would call the
“mid-point” of our very active spring season,
with many successful events behind us, and
our biggest event, the golf tournament, just
“around the corner.” You’ve probably
noticed in recent Newsletters the many
illustrated highlights of these events
including, to mention a few, MESA day activities on March 3rd, 17th
and April 14th, Science Fair support activities in March, and the
Easter Egg Hunt on April 6th. We have many key volunteers to
thank for organizing and directing these activities, and many more
for volunteering to take on the actual tasks of making it all happen.
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce the newest
member of our Board of Directors, Ms. Nazee Heda. During our
April board meeting, Nazee was oﬃcially welcomed to the board (as
recorded in the Minutes of the meeting, April 10, 2012). In the
past, she has been in frequent attendance at our Forums,
volunteering to help during the meetings and a member of the
Science Fair Committee. Ms. Heda is an Associate Mineral
Reservoir Engineer at the California State Lands Commission,
Long Beach.
The first day of the month of June is a very significant milestone for
SPE Sections – the submission date for Annual Reports from the
Sections to SPE headquarters. We are well underway with our
continued on page 2....
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PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY FORUM PROGRAM, MAY 8, 2012
The next Petroleum Technology Forum will be held Tuesday, May 8th at the Long Beach Petroleum Club.
The speaker to be announced at a later time Abstract and speaker bio fo"ow on page 3.
Location:
Long Beach Petroleum Club
3636 Linden Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90807

!

Time:
Registration: 11:30 AM
Buﬀet Lunch: 11:30 AM
Presentation: 12:00-1:00 PM

Cost:
$20.00 members,
$25.00 non-members,
Free for students
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Message from the Chair...continued $om page 1
report, but wanted to bring it to your attention for several reasons. One, preparation of the report
requires a focused and cooperative eﬀort of all the members of the board, oﬃcers, and committee
chairs. These include not only those we see at the monthly Forums, but also those working hard
“behind the scenes,” such as members of our Young Professionals and working members of the
committees. We cannot thank those folks often enough.
Another reason I mention the Annual Report is because it is a time to reflect not only on our
accomplishments, but where we want to be in the future. This means sustaining membership,
financial support, and having outstanding leadership. The last point is the one I would like to dwell
on for a moment. Let me go to the bottom line first – section leadership, your Board of Directors
and Oﬃcers - are all volunteers. Each member of the Board of Directors is elected and serves a
certain term in oﬃce, and the supporting Oﬃcers are in place voluntarily, often for several years.
The current list of the LASPE Board and Oﬃcers can be found in the back of the Newsletter, along
with service terms of the board. On October 1st of every year we begin a new operating year. The
terms of some board members will expire, which opens opportunities for others. The process for a
new board member search is conducted by a committee, and the announcement broadcast to the
membership. Participation on the Board, or in the Oﬃcer’s ranks, requires a voluntary commitment
of your time and willingness to participate in events. Typically it means a four-to-six year close
association with the Section leaders, and possibly serving as Chairperson at some point in time.
Should you have an inclination to venture in this direction, the best way to start would be regular
attendance at the Forums, talking to current Board members, and volunteering for some of our great
activities. These experiences will enrich your SPE background, and build on your qualifications for
future openings in our Section leadership.
The golf tournament is about to “tee oﬀ ” at the Los Serranos Country Club, Chino Hills, on Friday,
May 4th. Rich Manuel has again volunteered to take-on the responsibility of committee chair for
the tournament, and has organized an exceptional day of events including opportunities to tune-up
your game, a barbeque lunch (thanks to Weatherford!), a great round of golf, and an Award’s banquet
and raﬄe to close the day. All are welcome to encourage the golfing participants and enjoy a pleasant
day at the lovely Serranos Country Club. Your participation in this event provides the majority of
much needed funding for LASPE scholarships, funding for our community outreach programs, and
support for middle and high school programs.
Eric Withjack
Chairperson 2011-2012
dremmw@yahoo.com

!
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FORUM FROM PAGE 1 . . .

PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY FORUM MAY 8, 2012

THE SPEAKER FOR THE MAY 8 FORUM IS: *

Announcement forthcoming – please set the date
aside and plan to attend. Thanks.
Leila Rashedi Vlasko
Forum Chairperson
lvlasko@betaoﬀshore.com

* “up in the air!”

!
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2012 ANNUAL SPE GOLF TOURNAMENT
MAY 4, 2012 – LOS SERRANOS CC
The Tournament is less than a week away. Don’t miss out. There’s an entry form attached to this
month’s Newsletter. Take a look, get your team together and sign up by check or credit card through
PayPal.
The Annual LA Basin SPE Charity Golf Tournament, Awards Banquet and mega-raﬄe take place Friday
May 4th, 2012 at the Los Serranos Country Club in Chino Hills. Registration, networking, driving and
putting practice, pre-tournament contests and the traditional BBQ lunch hosted by Weatherford (thank
you very much!) start at 11:00 AM. Play begins at 1:00 PM with a scramble start. After the tournament,
enjoy the banquet and raﬄe. Tell your friends and acquaintances about this great tournament and plan
to attend.
This tournament has been a spring tradition for many years and is the chief source of funding for
LASPE. Proceeds help support SPE student Chapters at Cal State Long Beach and at USC.
Additionally, LASPE provides funding for many science related programs in the Long Beach Unified
District, Los Angeles County Science Fairs and scholarships to science and engineering students
graduating from High School and attending college.
Join us on May 4th for a fun day of golf supporting worthy programs promoting science and the
petroleum industry. You can sign up through the links on www.LASPE.org. We expect this event to sell
out, so don't get left out.

!
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PHOTOS FROM
APRIL 10TH FORUM PRESENTATION

UNDERSTANDING THE ROLES OF INFLOWCONTROL DEVICES IN OPTIMIZING
HORIZONTAL WELL PERFORMANCE
Ding Zhu, Texas A&M University
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LASPE VOLUNTEERS HELP
MAKE JUNIOR MESA DAY A SUCCESS
APRIL 14, 2012

!
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2012 SCIENCE FAIR NEWS
The 62nd Annual Los Angeles County Science & Engineering Fair was held on
March 30, 2012, at the Pasadena Convention Center. This year’s LASPE Science Fair
Committee was Jack Smith, Vanessa Perez, and Neil Escalante. The Committee
interviewed selected students and chose two related petroleum engineering science
fair projects that portrayed the most creativity and scientific thought. The two
students, Jr. and senior level, received a $100 award check and LASPE certificate of
achievement. The winner’s exhibits are shown below.

Karroum, James II - Grade 7
“The Eﬀects of Metal Type and Environment on Rust”

Myint, Nyein Chan - Grade 11
“Iron Filling-Oil Armor”

The 57th Annual Orange County (OC) Science and Engineering fair was held on April 10,
2012, at the OC Fairgrounds in Costa Mesa. The fair consisted of over 500 participants from the Jr.
and High school level. The committee’s selections are displayed below:

Primeau, Louis - Grade 6
“The Eﬀect of Elevated CO2 on the Growth Freshwater Algae”

!

Xue, William - Grade 11
“Nondestructive Corrosion Detection in RC Using Heat
Induction and IR Thermography”
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STUDENT OUTREACH ACTIVITY:
2012 LASPE EASTER EGG HUNT

!

On April 6, 2012, the LASPE held their Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Drake Park
in Long Beach for the kindergarten students of International Elementary
School located. This year’s LASPE volunteers were Vanessa Perez, Nazee
Heda, Christina Saldivar (Easter Bunny), and numerous California State Lands
employees. To prepare for the event, volunteers at State Lands filled over 1700
plastic Easter eggs with wrapped chocolate candy during their lunch period.
On the day of the event, the volunteers met at the Park and picked up trash to clean the area before the
students arrived on location. Once the park was suitable for the hunt, the volunteers scattered all the Easter
eggs. The students walked to the park with their colorful baskets and eager eyes waiting to spot the Easter
Bunny’s appearance. Once the LASPE members introduced themselves, the students were free to search for
their eggs. It took the students about 60 seconds to clear the park. Their faces were full of excitement as
they scrambled and searched for the colorful plastic eggs. After the children sat down near their baskets,
eggs were distributed among the classrooms to make sure they shared their eggs equally with the less
successful hunters and gatherers. Each student received their own personal digital photo with the Easter
Bunny to keep as a memorable reminder of the festive day.
Each year, the teachers and assistants are very thankful for the event. The teachers love to remind LASPE
that this event is one of the nicest events planned for the school’s kindergarten children. Special thanks to
the State Lands Commission staﬀ and LASPE volunteers for making this another successful outreach event.
!

continues on next page...
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2012 LASPE EASTER EGG HUNT - MORE PHOTOS

!

Heads Up, A Survey Is Coming!
The LASPE Section’s Leadership desire to hear your voice and feedback as the main input for us to plan the
Section’s future activities. We plan to send you a survey within the next two months. When you receive
them, please fill it out and send it back to us. Your prompt response will have an impact on the type of
activities we will oﬀer that will benefit you!
Under the Leadership of Sam Sarem (SPE WNAR Chair) and Eric Withjack (LASPE Chair), several Board
Members and Oﬃcers: Serge Baghdikian, Steve Cheung, Baldev Gill, Nazee Heda, Ryan Kwong, Ben
Nathan, Jalal Torabzad, and Leila Vlasko have met to start the design and execution
planning of the survey. If you have suggestions of questions on the survey, please do
not hesitate to contact one of us.
One of the main objectives of the upcoming survey is to find out what you, the
LASPE members want, so that we can frame future section activities to attract
more participants and to benefit the local membership.
Please watch out for the survey! Let’s us hear your voice so we can oﬀer activities
you will be interested in participating.

!
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THE 2012 SPE WESTERN REGIONAL STUDENT PAPER CONTEST
Was held in conjunction with the 2012 WNAR SPE conference on March 20th 2012 in Bakersfield, CA.
Dr. Reza Rastegar from Chevron served as the coordinator for this event.
Various SPE sections stepped forward to provide travel and housing sponsorship for students from
various schools to attend the contest and the convention. On behalf of all participating schools and
contestants, we would like to thank the following industrial and SPE section sponsors:
• SJV SPE Section
• Aera Energy
• LA Basin SPE Section
• Alaska SPE Section
• Golden Gate SPE Section
The contest included PhD division and a combined Master’s/undergraduate division.
Winners in the PhD division were:
• Michael Krause, Stanford University, first place
• Mohammad Shahvali, Stanford University, second place
Winners in the combined division were:
• Salem Aldousary, Stanford University, first place
• Kailash Sivakumar, University of Southern California, second place
• Kurt Wilson, Stanford University, third place

The picture shows 2012 SPE President Ganesh Thakur (centre standing) with SPE Western Regional
Director Sam Sarem, Fred Aminzadeh USC Professor and Reza Rastegar Student competition
coordinator with the award winners and student participants.

!

PAGE 10

MAY 1, 2012 LASPE NEWSLETTER

LASPE MEMBER BALDEV S. GILL AWARDED THE CSURM
FELLOWSHIP TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 2012 GORDON
RESEARCH CONFERENCE IN SWITZERLAND.

Baldev S. Gill
Technical Reservoir Engineer
Department of Gas and Oil
City of Long Beach

Held every 2 years the Gordon Research Conference is a scientific forum where prominent
engineers and scientists in a specific field of study come together to openly exchange and
communicate pioneering work prior to publishing. The Gordon Research Conferences were
initiated by Dr. Neil E. Gordon, of the Johns Hopkins University, who recognized in the late
1920s the diﬃculty in establishing good, direct communication between scientists, whether
working in the same subject area or in interdisciplinary research. The Gordon Research
Conferences promote discussions and the free exchange of ideas at the research frontiers of
the biological, chemical and physical sciences. Scientists with common professional interests
come together for a full week of intense discussion and examination of the most advanced
aspects of their field. These Conferences provide a valuable means of disseminating
information and ideas in a way that cannot be achieved through the usual channels of
communication - publications and presentations at large scientific meetings. The primary
criteria for attendance at a Conference are scientific accomplishment and, implicitly, the
commitment to participate actively and meaningfully in the discussions.
By invitation from the Chair, Baldev will be attending the “2012 Flow & Transport in
Permeable Media GRC” to listen, learn and share his ideas with other leading figures from the
petroleum industry. The majority of the participants will be from Europe and the USA. As
further recognition for his involvement and selection Baldev was also awarded the Carl Storm
Underrepresented Minority (CSURM) Fellowship, which supports outstanding scientists by
assisting in providing a financial scholarship toward the cost of the conference.
Baldev stated, “The interdisciplinary audience, thought leadership and deep bench of worldwide expertise makes this is an extraordinary opportunity to converse with colleagues across
our industry. I am honored to be invited and asked to present and actively participate”.

!
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SPE WESTERN REGIONAL MEETING:
AN ENLIGHTENING EXPERIENCE
By: Gary Rodela, CSULB SPE student chapter president

Hello SPE LA! Here is a quick update from the CSULB Chapter about the Western Regional Meeting,
in Bakersfield California.
First oﬀ, the student paper contest was phenomenal. There were students of Bachelors, Masters, and
PhD level presenting their research. It was very pleasing to see the Alaska SPE chapter involved in the
paper contest. The participants were truly inspirational with their commitment and devotion to the
industry. All the presentations gave encouragement to our student chapter to hopefully participate in
the coming paper contests.
At the meeting CSULB chapter members were able to make good contacts with people in industry.
The conference was a great learning experience that taught us more about the petroleum industry.
Many of our chapter members are mechanical engineering. It was really nice to learn and observe how
the petroleum industry operates. So much information so little time!
The SPE Western Regional conference had a very friendly environment, and every one we spoke to
gave us time and attention. The exhibits were great for networking and we all made contacts that we
could get in touch with in the near future.
The California State University Long Beach SPE chapter would like to thank the LA basin SPE
professional chapter for their continued support and funding. Without their help our students would
not be able to make it to these great professional events such as the SPE Western Regional meeting.
Sincerely,
Gary Rodela, CSULB SPE President

!

PAGE 12

MAY 1, 2012 LASPE NEWSLETTER
STUDENT REPORT ON THE DENVER 2011 SPE ATCE
By: Matthew Perry, former CSULB SPE student chapter president
On behalf of the SPE student chapter at California State University Long Beach, I would like to say a great
big THANK YOU for sending two of us to Denver, Colorado for the SPE ATCE 2011. It was a quick trip,
but what an experience! The theme of the conference was “New Perspectives” and it had a lot of things
going on this year. We had a great time meeting with students in other chapters from around the world, and
we definitely learned a lot. We were blown away at the sheer number of students in attendance, and the
convention floor was so huge we didn’t get to see it all in one day.
Our trip started when we flew on Satuday afternoon and arrived in Denver at 3:30. The airport it turns out
is thirty or so miles from downtown which is where we needed to be, so we found a shuttle that agreed to
give us a round trip deal. It worked out because on the shuttle were several students who were also headed
to the conference. They turned out to be from Turkey, which I thought was amazing since their country had
just been struck by a major earthquake a few days before. Thankfully, everyone’s family was fine and they
still made it to Denver all the way from Turkey! When we got to the downtown area it looked deserted,
there was almost no traﬃc, and we were able to immediately check in. The hotel was 2 blocks from the
convention center so we decided to go get our badges, but just our luck we were about 10 minutes too slow.
So Kim and I headed out to the town and had dinner and went back to the hotel to get ready for the next
day.
The student activities took place primarily on Sunday so we
had a whole slate of things to do starting with the student
meet and greet at 10:30AM. We met students from Nigeria,
Thailand, China, Malaysia, Aberdeen, Brazil, all over the
Middle East, and of course from the host country! Some
schools were very well represented with large student
chapters including University of Texas, Texas A & M,
Oklahoma U, and Penn State. Then there were the not as
large, but still great schools represented such as USC, UAF,
and of course CSULB. After the meet and greet, there was
the student general session and award presentation for
outstanding student chapters. The host was Fikri Kuchuk, a
Schlumberger Fellow, and he had a lot to say about how great
the future looks for students who want to get started in the
industry. He talked about how natural gas will be more
popular as it is cleaner burning and there is a large supply. Following the general session it was lunch time.
Kim and I went out to the downtown area and 16th street which is where all the restaurants and bars are
located. We found some food and then made it back to the next event which was a student mini-series. It
was an interesting and motivating event because they had younger engineers speak about how they got into
the industry, why they love it, and some of the experiences they have had so far. It seems the sky is the limit
for any students who decide to pursue a career in oil & gas! Immediately following this event, there was the
student chapter oﬃcer workshop. It was an informational session about how student chapters can work
their way towards diﬀerent awards given by SPE International. There was some good tips about setting up
points systems for participation from students, having food, and other tips to try and maximize student
participation. It was here that Kim and I got to sit with Michelle LeClair who was the student chapter
president for the USC SPE club. It was great to meet her and she was very nice. It was exciting to hear that
she will be working at an internship in Bakersfield this coming summer. I hope in the future that the two
chapters will collaborate and perhaps have joint activities.
Monday was a busy day for Kim and I as we had to leave in the afternoon. There was so much stuﬀ going on
that it was hard to leave! We got up bright and early and made our way to the convention center for the

continues on next page...
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...STUDENT REPORT
Petrobowl 2011 which began at 8:00AM. It was
exciting watching and listening to the big
schools chant and cheer and try to out-do each
other, you would have thought it was a football
game or something, but no, it was an
engineering trivia game! At 9:00AM, after
watching a few rounds of the Petrobowl, we
went over to the student paper presentations
and sat to listen to a few of those. We watched
the undergraduates until around 10:15, because
we wanted to go get seats at the opening
general session for the entire conference. The
theme was “Enhancing standards and best
practices in the oil industry” and it was
moderated by the chairman and CEO of Baker
Hughes, Chad Deaton. He talked briefly about how even though it had been over a year since the Macondo
blowout, the industry continues to face the challenge of negative public perception, and how that negative
perception has spread to fracking with all the new attention being paid to it here in the US. He mentioned
that fracking had recently been banned entirely in France! He then introduced Matthias Bichsel from Shell
who had several interesting things to say. He said that fracking began in 1948 and so there is a whole lot of
history and experience with the process. He talked about how with current technology, they have the
capability to measure contaminants in water down to 1 PPB, that’s 1 part per billion! He closed by saying
that self-regulation within companies and all the way down to individuals is the best way to maintain safety
and that it must be built into our DNA. The next speaker was Jose Formigli from Petrobras. He started by
talking about a survey that was done of diﬀerent industries’ reputations. I was surprised to learn just how
bad the reputation of the oil & gas industry is. On his chart, the oil & gas industry had a rating of 60.84
while the banking industry was barely below it with a 60.50! To think that the companies that supply this
planet with it’s energy can rank so low was eye opening. You’d think that energy would be right at the top
since it aﬀects practically everything in our lives, but thanks to BP and their most recent spill, and the 24
hour news cycle, the entire industry got dragged down. He then went on to talk about workplace safety and
how companies should foster a culture of safety. He said an eﬀective safety culture could be defined as a
reporting culture, a just culture, a learning culture, and a flexible culture. He said individuals should not be
afraid to speak up if they see something wrong and that they should not fear punishment for it. Apparently
this is a big issue in the industry. The last speaker was William McArthur from NASA. He addressed how
safety is a universal issue for all industries and he mentioned that the oil and aerospace industries have more
in common than some people think, especially regarding harsh environments and extreme operating
conditions. He talked about why people make horrific mistakes, such as the Macondo blowout or the
several space shuttle disasters. He listed reasons including over confidence, schedule and/or budget
pressure, extremely complex systems, and
normalization of deviance. He then talked
about having a safety culture. He stressed
that there should always be support for
dissenting opinions because that person
might have seen something you didn’t or
might know something you don’t. Then
Mr. Deaton did a short Q&A session and it
was all done. As soon as the general session
ended, Kim and I had to book it back to
the hotel so we could get all packed up and
checked out. Then we waited for our
shuttle to get back to the airport in time to
make it back to Long Beach.

!
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...STUDENT REPORT CONCLUDES
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It definitely felt like the largest of the three ATCE conferences I have attended. There were so
many people there both students and professionals it was almost overwhelming. It was fascinating to meet
so many people younger and older, men and women, from all corners of the earth who all had the common
goal of providing energy to our world. And not simply providing energy, but doing it cleanly and responsibly.
Now I’m no environmental extremist and I don’t think too many people there were either, but this year
more than before, it seemed that safety, both human and environmental, was the top priority on everyone’s
mind. I thought it was great to hear because it would definitely help put the oil industry back in the good
graces of the public if they knew how safe the industry actually is.
The ATCE 2011 was an amazing experience and I know both Kim and I learned a lot. Kim was blown away
at the size of the conference and how many students there were. I was excited to meet so many like-minded
people from around the world. We are both incredibly grateful to the LA Basin SPE chapter for providing
us the opportunity to attend. It is our hope that as we share the information and news about the conference
with our fellow students, that the CSULB student chapter will continue to grow and thrive. With so much
industry activity right around the campus, it would be great to be able to get students exposed to the
industry and to get them thinking about where they want to work after school. It is also our hope that there
will be continued and increased interaction with the LA professional chapter in the future. Without you,
none of this would be possible, and I for one would never have become so interested and excited about the
oil & gas industry. Now that I have graduated, I look forward to continued interaction with the LA SPE
professional chapter, and maybe even working with the CSULB club if they need any help.
Sincerely,
Matthew Perry, Former President,
CSULB SPE Student Chapter

Students met from University of Kansas

!
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LASPE BOARD MEETING MINUTES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING, APRIL 10, 2012
Attendance:
Vanessa Perez, Sr. Past Section Chair
Dr. Eric Withjack, Section Chair
Dr. Steve Cheung, Section Vice Chair
Serge Baghdikian, Board Member through 2014
Baldev Gill, Board Member through 2012
Adi Varma, Board Member through 2014
Nazee Heda, Board Member through 2013
Dr. Sam Sarem, WNAR Director
Rick Finken, Treasurer
Rachel Spitz, Secretary
Robert Visser, Assistant Treasurer
AB Gorashi Abdulrahman, Continuing Education Committee Chair
Scott Hara, Community Outreach Chair
Jack Smith, Scholarship Chair
Dr. Jalal Torabzadeh, Membership Committee Chair
Ryan Kwong, Young Professionals Committee Co-Chair
Gary Rodela, CSULB SPE Student Chapter President
Proceedings:
1.

The meeting was called to order at 10:30 AM. A quorum was met.

2.

The proposed agenda was approved.

3.

The minutes of the March 13, 2012 meeting, as published in the LASPE Newsletter, were approved.

4.

Reports:
4.1. Treasurer’s Report – Rick Finken: For March 2012, income exceeded expenses by $4,152. Golf
Tournament reservations ($5,390), Forum receipts ($680) and ($170) Scholarship Donations more
than offset February Forum expenses ($752), expenses for the Easter Egg Hunt ($600), LA County
Science Fair prizes ($200) and newsletter and website costs ($536). The total value of LASPE’s
assets was $79,990 as of March 31, 2012. The audit of LASPE’s finances for the SPE Fiscal year
starting on April 1, 2011, will be conducted May 21, 2012. The report to the Board by the auditor,
Wayne Avellanet will take place on May 22, 2012. The report could be given at the Petroleum Club
or State Lands in their Board Room.
4.2. Beginning September 2012 the cost for the forum may increase from $20 to $25 for members and
from $25 to $30 for non-members. Steve Cheung moved to discuss this item. Board members will
vote at the next meeting.
continues next page...
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...LASPE BOARD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUES
4.3. Golf Committee Report – Rick Finken: The golf tournament signups are in process. There
are still open spots and LA SPE is hoping for a sell out.
4.4. Scholarships – Vanessa Perez/Jack Smith: Applicants are required to be SPE members per
the new requirements for 2012. SPE Membership for students is free; students are
encouraged to join. Students may join a student chapter outside of their California University
if the school does not have a chapter. For the High School level scholarships the board is
considering waiving the SPE relative requirement.
5.

Old Business:
5.1 Board Member vacancy – Eric Withjack/Vanessa Perez: Nazee Heda will replace Craig
Webster as Board Member through 2013, she was warmly welcomed as a new member. Ms.
Heda has been volunteering with the SPE for several years.
5.2 A Nominating Committee for upcoming nominations for Board Members needs to be
formed. Vanessa Perez is currently leading the committee. This item will be discussed
further at the next BOD meeting.

6.

New Business:
6.1. Ad Hoc Committees – Steve Cheung/BOD: Several members have volunteered for each of the
two committees; Survey Committee and 2013 Workshop Planning Committee. Meetings will
begin 4/10/12 after the forum.
6.2. Membership encouragement - Board members will be contacting individuals with lapsed
membership.

7.

Section Activities:
7.1 MESA Day Wrap-up – Scott Hara: 3/17/12 – High School MESA Day. A rainy, but
successful day. The students and volunteers adapted by having panel sessions. Upcoming
(4/14/12) is the regional level MESA day held at CSULB. Dr. Torabzadeh extended a special
thanks from the Dean and staff of CSULB to the LA SPE & Scott Hara for a successful event.
7.2 Easter Egg Hunt Wrap-up – Vanessa Perez: State Lands volunteers put on a wonderful Easter
celebration for the elementary school children, the students and teachers were thankful for
another fun year. This is a memorable event for the students. Past students recognize the
SPE volunteers each year.
7.3 Science Fair: A full write up will be in next newsletter.
7.4 WRM Wrap-up – Dr. Sam Sarem handed out SPE pins to students at the forum. Membership
renewal and new member recruitment are encouraged as a task for the BOD; incentives will
be given to the top four recruiters.

8.

!

The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 AM.
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SERVICES OFFERED

DAVID B. DEL MAR
Consulting Petroleum Geologist
California Registered Geologist #634
Development - Thermal EOR - Property Reviews
2027 Park Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90026
C (323) 219-3804 H (323) 664-3358
dbdelmar@gmail.com

Please notify SPE Headquarters directly
with change of address: P.O. Box 833836,
R i c h a r d s o n , T X 7 5 0 8 3 Te l : ( 8 0 0 )
456-6863 Fax: (972) 952-9435 or go to
h t t p : / / w w w. s p e . o r g / m b r s e r v i c e s /
index.cfm We appreciate your feedback.
Send your comments/sug gestions/
contributions to Larry Gilpin, Editor:
larry@4thforge.com
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LASPE OFFICERS & BOARD
Name

Position

E-mail

Vanessa Perez

Senior Past Chair

perezv28@gmail.com

Mike Utt

Junior Past Chair

mikeutt@roadrunner.com

Dr. Eric Withjack

Chair 2011-2012

dremmw@yahoo.com

Steve Cheung

Vice Chair 2011-2012

steveior@yahoo.com

Leila Rashedi Vlasko

Board Member through 2012

lvlasko@betaoffshore.com

Baldev Gill

Board Member through 2012

baldev.gill@longbeach.gov

Serge Baghdikian

Board Member through 2014

serge.baghdikian@longbeach.gov

Adi Varma

Board Member through 2014

aditya_varma@oxy.com

Nazee Heda

Board Member through 2015

Nazee.Heda@slc.ca.gov

Rachel Spitz

Secretary

rspitz@ptslabs.com

Rick Finken

Treasurer

rdfinken@gmail.com

Robert Visser

Assistant Treasurer

rcvbelmar@aol.com

Committee Chairs

E-mail

Scott Hara

Community Outreach

Scott_Hara@oxy.com

Leila Rashedi Vlasko

Forum & Program

lvlasko@betaoffshore.com

Rich Manuel

Golf Tournament

rmanuel@mindspring.com

Dr. Jalal Torabzadeh

Membership

torabzad@csulb.edu

Dr. Iraj Ershaghi

Publications Mentor

ersahghi@usc.edu

Jack Smith

Scholarships

Jack.Smith@slc.ca.gov

Devon Shay

Student Chapters

DShay@SHPI.net

A. B. Gorashi

Training

goras9@aol.com

Ryan Kwong

Young Professionals

Ryan_Kwong@oxy.com

Jovy Kroh

Young Professionals

jkroh@shpi.net

Larry Gilpin

Newsletter & Website Editor/Publisher

Larry@4thForge.com
(714) 847-7119

WNAR Director

sam4iprc@aol.com

SPE Contacts
Sam Sarem, Ph.D
SPE Contacts for Sections

!

sections@spe.com
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SPE
Charity Golf Classic
May 4, 2012
Los Serranos Country Club
15656 Yorba Ave. Chino Hills, CA 91709
2 Courses – 288 Players – Scramble Format
Banquet & Raffle
Pre-Tournament BBQ sponsored by:

Please list your foursome. Check which package you want:
Eagle ($2300)

Birdie ($1600)

Team Company Cup Challenge ($100)
On-the-course contests included!
1st Foursome

Par ($1400)
Foursome ($600 each)

Foursome entered in Company Cup Challenge

1.__________________________________________________________
2.__________________________________________________________
3.__________________________________________________________
4.__________________________________________________________
2nd Foursome
Foursome entered in Company Cup Challenge

All events start at 10:30am
Check-In at 11:00am, Shot-Gun start at 1:00pm

1.__________________________________________________________
2.__________________________________________________________

Tournament Sponsorship Opportunities
Eagle $2300
Includes 3 Foursomes, Tee Sponsorship on each course, mulligans, 5 Raffle tickets per player,

Birdie $1600
Includes 2 Foursomes, Tee Sponsorship on each course, mulligans, 5 Raffle tickets per player,

3.__________________________________________________________
4.__________________________________________________________
3rd Foursome
Foursome entered in Company Cup Challenge
1.__________________________________________________________
2.__________________________________________________________

Par $1400
Includes 2 Foursomes, Tee Sponsorship on one course, mulligans.

3.__________________________________________________________
4.__________________________________________________________

Tee Sponsors
$150 for one course or $200 for both courses.

Raffle
$5 per ticket or 5 tickets for $20 (No Limit!!!)

Company Cup Challenge!
Put your best Company Teams together and challenge the Best of the Rest for the Cup!
Entry Fee - $100 plus foursome fee.
(3 of 4 players must be company employees. No PGA professionals)

Mulligans (2) $10 $__________
Total Cost, Sponsor Package(s): $__________
Total Cost for Foursome(s): No.:_____ x’s $600 each $__________
Single Price $175 (Subject to availability) $__________
Team Company Cup Challenge Entry Fee ($100) $__________
Tee Sponsorships @ $150 for one course
or $200 for both courses. No.: ______ Total Due: $__________
Raffle tickets: $5 each or 5 for @$20. No.____ Total Due: $__________
Dinner only: No.:_____ x’s $35 each : $__________
Contribution Only $___________

Grand Total Due: $_________
Send completed form by April 13, 2012. Payment can be made by check or “PayPal”
Make check payable to:

“L.A. Basin SPE”

Mail checks and/or completed form to:
L.A. Basin SPE
OXY USA, Inc. LA Basin Asset
P.O. Box 1330
Long Beach, CA 90801
ATTN: Jody Dutro

Warning, Reservation not valid until payment is received!
Questions? Contact: Rich Manuel at: rmanuel@mindspring.com

Send completed form by Friday, April 13th.
Payment can be made by check to “LA BASIN SPE” or by PayPal.
No reservations without payment in full.
Paypal Option: Go to LASPE.org to submit payment.
Payment via PayPal. Send your completed form.

Name of Company: __________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Contact: ____________________________________________
Email address: _______________________________________
Please contact me. I would like to make prize(s) donations to the tournament.
If you have any questions, call ___________________________.

A Message From The Tournament Chairman
Once again we find our nation in the midst of the worst economic
crisis during our lifetime with no relief in sight. As I stated last year, we need to
focus on the development of today’s youth toward engineering and technology.
This is the priority and major focus of the Los Angeles Basin Section of the Society
of Petroleum Engineers (LA SPE).
Through community outreach, our members visit schools to tell the
story of oil and its importance in our daily lives. The LA SPE provides scholarships
to high schools and university students pursuing engineering or science curriculum.
We support annual high school science fairs and fund programs to introduce high
school teachers to the petroleum industry.
The LA SPE Annual Golf Tournament is the major funding vehicle for
the afore mentioned programs and is the major oil industry golf tournament in
Southern California.
Please join us and enjoy a day of great golf, camaraderie and support
for our programs. The dinner after the tournament is a great time to make new
friends, renew old acquaintances and maybe even win something in the drawing.
Sincerely,

Golf, Banquet & Raffle
Pre-Tournament BBQ by
Los Serranos Country Club
Chino Hills, California

May 4, 2012

Society of Petroleum Engineers
Charity Golf Classic

Richard Manuel,
2012 Tournament Chairman

2012 SPE GOLF TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE
C/O OXY USA, Inc. L A Basin Asset
P. O. Box 1330
Long Beach, CA 90801

Sally Baldino
Tracie Breedlove
Jake Chapman
Rosie Domino
Jackie Ehrman,
Ken Farabaugh,
Mike Filbey
Rick Finken,
Gary Kennedy
John Olson
Sean Onodera
Chris Parmelee,
Rudy Payan,
Juan Santillan,
Scott Walker,
Wes Wisdom,

Weatherford
Weatherford
Weatherford
Oxy Long Beach, Inc.
Consultant
Oxy Long Beach, Inc.
Oxy Long Beach, Inc.
LASPE Treasurer
Weatherford
Weatherford
Multichem
Oxy LA Basin, Inc.
Oxy LA Basin, Inc.
Oxy Long Beach, Inc.
Oxy LA Basin, Inc.
Consultant

