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A Message from the Chair
Budgets, Students, Nominations 
and the FBI

Dear Fellow SPE Members,

I trust everyone had a safe and enjoyable 
Thanksgiving with family and friends. I 
remember my family asking me when I first 
came to the Uni ted Sta tes what i s 

Thanksgiving all about? I said something along the lines of “They 
are fanatical bunch that love watching football (not like soccer!) 
and it appears they also start planning for Christmas earlier since 
Turkey is given out in November!”. Conversely according to 
Wikipedia the event that Americans commonly call the "First 
Thanksgiving" was celebrated by the Pilgrims after their first 
harvest in the New World in 1621. This feast lasted three days, 
and was attended by about 53 Pilgrims and 90 Native Americans. 
Ok, so my only question is why we don’t have 3 official days off !! 

So I am thankful that I have a lot of caring and energized 
professionals who care about the LA SPE and volunteer so much 
of their time and efforts for the betterment of the section. So to 
all my colleagues on the board, the officers, students, faculty, the 
golf committee and everyone that chips in to make this non-profit 
function, a big thank you.

We are closing in pretty fast towards the end of the year and there 
are a few things we need to take care of:
1. The annual budget. I will be asking the BOD on December 

10th to approve the very first balanced budget (total expenses 
can’t exceed revenue!) for the LA SPE section. As our section 
will be entertaining the 2015 Western Region Meeting we need 
money in the coffers to put forward to book a venue and 
handle miscellaneous costs. At the moment we are behind the 

PETROLEUM  TECHNOLOGY FORUM, DECEMBER 10TH
The next Petroleum Technology Forum is “History of Down Hole Cameras & Applications” on Tuesday 
December 10th by Gregg Linville of EV Down Hole Camera Services.       Details fo!ow on page 3 ...                 

Location:
Long Beach Petroleum Club

 3636 Linden Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90807

Time:
Registration:  11:30 AM
Buffet Lunch:  11:30 AM

Presentation: 12:00-1:00 PM

Cost:
$25.00 members,

$30.00 non-members, 
Free for students

Recipient of the 2011 SPE President’s Section Award for Exce!ence

continued on page 2....
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Society of Petroleum Engineers
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curve with regards to having sufficient reserve funds. I hope by 
having a balanced budget going forward that we can better plan 
strategically for the future years, including the down cycles and 
become more financially robust and stable.

2. We are fortunate to have some great universities surrounding 
our industry and it is my intention by the 1st Quarter of 2014 to 
have 4 fully functional and Bona Fide SPE Student Chapters so 
that we can offer our petroleum industry a cross functional skill 
set of domestic engineers who can be employed in both the 
upstream and downstream engineering disciplines. With that 
said I am pleased to introduce our 3rd SPE Student Chapter 
from UCI. Asim Shakour is the UCI SPE Student Chapter 
Chairperson and he attended our November Board meeting and 
listened to our DL speak. We now have USC, CSULB and UCI 
student chapters and I am proud to serve them all equally. 

3. It’s that time of the year to start thinking of nominating a 
colleague or that unsung hero and in that regard we have a few 
deadlines. SPEI (Regional and International Awards, February 
15th 2014) Distinguished Lecturer (February 15th 2014). Also we 
have two current active SPE members involved with OCEC, 
Steve Cheung (Secretary) and Sam Sarem (Founding member) 
and the deadline for nominations is January 17th 2014.

Recently I was honored to have been selected by the Executive Team at the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) to attend a 2 month evening academy program at their LA Field Office. The program 
covers the different areas that the Bureau is involved with as well all as provide some training with 3D 
video gun simulation scenarios, the polygraph, the FBI bomb tech team as well as live fire arm training in 
Irvine. I have a separate article in this newsletter which highlights some of the exciting programs that I 
had the privilege of being involved with and some pictures to go along. I had some perceptions of the FBI 
before entering this academy namely (i) they always wear suits and carry a gun and (ii) they are 
professional and courteous, (i) and (ii) were correct perceptions. What I did not expect was how genuinely 
funny the agents, assistant special agents in charge and especially the Assistant Director in Charge of the 
LA Field office are. This bought the human element to a surprising high level. We should all be proud of 
the exceptional work that all the FBI agents in the various field offices do in the United States to protect 
the homeland and keep us safe. During this experience I have made some good relationships with the 
agents at the Bureau who work with some great gadgets!

Finally our monthly meeting will be held at the Petroleum Club on December 10th and we have the 
pleasure of listening to Gregg Linville, Western Regional Manager for EV Down Hole Camera Services. 
He will be discussing the capability of downhole camera technology, how it is used and what the benefits 
are. 

Wishing you all a safe and enjoyable time with your family and friends for the Christmas season and I 
look forward to seeing you in 2014!

Sincerely
Baldev S. Gill
Chairperson 2013-2014
Baldev.Gill@longbeach.gov
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FORUM FROM PAGE 1 . . .

History of Down Hole Cameras & Applications
by Gregg Linville

EV Down Hole Camera Services

Abstract

Video logging is increasing every year. Global competition and increasing rig costs intensify the 
need for swift and accurate diagnosis of well bore problems.

Video dramatically reduces the time and expense involved with trial and error methods in 
diagnosing well problems. With proper preparation, video provides excellent graphic video 
footage in nearly every type of well condition.

Biography

Gregg begin his trek in the oil field in 1981 with NL McCullough production logging engineer 
and 1983 went with Pengo Wireline Services as a cased hole logging engineer; then in 1986 
Schlumberger Jr. completion engineer and advanced his career in 1990 with DHV International 
– working on developing fiber optic system development. 

Throughout his years with DHV, he helped pioneer the first fiber optic cable assembly 
applicable in high pressure deployment of fiber optics into oil and gas wells and received a 
patent for his design. In addition, Gregg had worked overseas with DHV International – which 
was then purchased by Expro-  in areas such as the Middle East, India, Europe, South America, 
North Sea, and Africa.

Now, he works with EV Down Hole Camera Services as a Western Regional Manager since 
2012. He also served in the US Navy from 1975 to 1980

LASPE Community Outreach
NEEDS Volunteers for MESA DAYS

We invite you to Volunteer and/or be on our Planning 
Committee. Please contact Scott Hara at 
scotthara@yahoo.com or 626-482-6757 cell

Take part in one of the largest outreach programs in our 
industry!  

See Details on Page 14 !!!

mailto:scotthara@yahoo.com
mailto:scotthara@yahoo.com
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LASPE NOMINATION COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
VACANT POSITION

LASPE Treasurer 
Nominate by December 13, 2013

The LASPE is seeking nominees for Treasurer position. The term of this position is for 1 year, through 
September 2014, and subject to renewal thereafter. If you would like to be considered for the position, 
please submit a brief biography emphasizing your education, work experience, petroleum industry 
related activities and previous involvement in and contribution to SPE, enthusiasm for performing 
volunteer activities, and availability and commitment to volunteer your time in supporting the 
LASPE. Board Members and active LASPE Section members are encouraged to apply.

Commitment for this position involves attending the monthly BOD meetings, generally held at 10:30 
a.m.-12:00 noon on the second Tuesday of each month at the Long Beach Petroleum Club 
immediately before the monthly LASPE Forums.  

In addition, the Treasurer is expected to prepare and submit monthly a financial report of activities 
including all expenses and income, keeping track of approved annual budget and funds. The Treasurer 
will be responsible for issuing all checks, making necessary payments and deposits, counting monies at 
forums, helping manage online reservations for events, and any other necessary financial duties when 
called upon. You will be supporting a financial audit performed by SPE, as necessary.

You will be expected to be familiar with SPE operations (www.spe.org), help run the local section and 
represent the local members in the regional and national SPE affairs. You also need to be familiar with 
LASPE bylaws (www.laspe.org). 

LASPE is looking forward to receiving your biography and any other pertinent information you feel 
will assist in evaluating your candidacy to become the Treasurer. Please submit your biography to the 
email address listed below no later than Friday, December 13, 2013. Biographies received after this 
date will not be considered.

If you have any questions or if you would like to apply, please contact Serge Baghdikian at: 
serge.baghdikian@longbeach.gov

Serge Baghdikian
On behalf of the LASPE Nomination Committee

2014 Annual SPE Golf  Tournament - May 2nd - SAVE THE DATE!!!

The Annual LA Basin SPE Charity Golf Tournament, Awards Banquet and 
mega-raffle is set for Friday May 2, 2013.  Once again we will be returning to 
Los Serranos Country Club in Chino Hills for a guaranteed 1:00 PM scramble 
start. Tell your friends and acquaintances about this great tournament and plan 
to attend. Make your plans to attend early, form your teams and be ready to 
sign up. You can sign up through the links on www.LASPE.org in early 2013.  
We expect this event to sell out, as usual, so don't get left out. 

Interested parties and VOLUNTEERS PLEASE contact Rich Manuel at 
rmanuel@mindspring.com.

http://www.spe.org/
http://www.spe.org/
http://www.laspe.org/
http://www.laspe.org/
mailto:serge.baghdikian@longbeach.gov
mailto:serge.baghdikian@longbeach.gov
http://www.laspe.org/
http://www.laspe.org/
mailto:rmanuel@mindspring.com
mailto:rmanuel@mindspring.com
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OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARDS

At the November 12, 2013 Technical Forum, LASPE Outstanding Service Awards were presented 
to volunteers who have demonstrated outstanding contributions and/or shown outstanding service 
and dedication for the betterment or recognition of the LASPE Section. Rachel Spitz, Rick 
Finken, Sam Sarem, and Scott Hara were the award recipients. Larry Gilpin, Rich Manuel, and 
Leila Rashedi Vlasko were not present to receive their awards.

Rachel Spitz was the section secretary and she demonstrated outstanding dedication in recording 
the minutes of the board meeting. She diligently recorded the minutes, distributed drafts for 
reviewing and editing, and generated final minutes of high quality for publication.

Rick Finken has been the LASPE section treasurer for several years. Every year, he proposes 
annual budgets and works closely with the board to finalize the budget. He follows through every 
month with updated budget reports. In 2012, Rick was instrumental in working closely with the 
SPEI auditor and providing extensive accounting information. Needless to say, the section passed 
the audit with flying colors. At every event, Rick is there to count the monies and pay the 
expenses, to the penny!

Sam Sarem revived and chaired both the Award Committee and the Membership Committee. He 
was our Western North America Regional Director and he kept our section informed and provided 
support for our activities. As a member of the board of directors of the Orange County 
Engineering Council, he fully encourages and supports LASPE’s recognition in this organization.

Scott Hara’s name has been synonymous with community outreach. As a result of his efforts, our 
section has a very active participation in the MESA program. He recruits and coordinates the 
volunteers who help with the events as judges, proctors, and speakers. He was also behind the 
highly popular LASPE backpacks that help us promote LASPE’s name.
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PHOTOS AND BRIEF FROM NOVEMBER  12TH

PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY FORUM

Perforating for Inflow Performance in Natural Completions
presented by Mark Brinsden, Shell

Mark Brinsden, Shell’s Principal Technical Expert on perforating, was LA SPE’s first Distinguished 
Lecturer of the season. Mark gave an insightful presentation that might have been aptly entitled 
“Everything you Wanted to Know about Perforating but were Afraid to Ask”. The essence of Mark’s 
presentation is that there are very active on-going efforts to introduce more science to the art and 
practice of perforating. The learning curve is steep and much of what was thought to be “known” is not 
valid. For example, the depth of penetration of a perforation is generally much less when the perf-gun is 
shot into rock that is fully stressed – as opposed to being shot into an unstressed concrete block. Thus 
many vendor claims about depth of penetration are not correct for actual downhole conditions. Also, 
much is being learned about the surface conditions of perforations and what kind of formation damage 
takes place. And did you know that wells exhibit a significant, albeit brief, overpressure when a perf-gun 
is fired? This overpressure can force fluid into the surface of a perforation and contribute to local 
formation damage. So maybe the drillers are not fully to blame for near wellbore damage & skin 
formation after all?

As a result of the work which Mark is leading, the API RP 19B committee (which Mark chairs) is 
rewriting the recommendations for perforating. And LA SPE members were among the first to hear 
about the promising improvements that are coming soon to wells near us. 

- by  Ted Frankiewicz, photos by Eric Withjack
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THE RUSSIANS ARE COMING!!
LA SPE CHAIR, BALDEV GILL 

TAKES 25 YOUNG ENGINEERS TO ISLAND WHITE 

The Petroleum Business Institute is a leading Russian petroleum industry educational, information 
and research center, offering educational programs including Executive MBA program for senior 
executives along with a wide range of specialized courses for technical/professional specialists 
on General Management, Petroleum Engineering, Strategy, Innovation and Financial management. 
Within its international activities, the Institute organizes on regular basis educational internships 
abroad for top management, as well as young specialists of Russian petroleum industry. The internship 
programme facilitates exchange of experience between Russian and foreign companies of the energy 
sector, leading to establishment of solid business relationships. Several large US companies work in 
Russia including subsidiaries of Exxon, BP and Shell.

Baldev took 25 engineers who work for Surgutneftegas (with operations in Eastern and Western Siberia) 
to Island White under this unique programme so that they can see how operations are conducted in the 
Wilmington Field. They were intrigued with the planning of the Island, its location and the way it is 
camouflaged with the trees and waterfall!

Picture is a screen shot of their website and highlights the annual oil and gas production, 
engineers please get your conversion calculators out! 
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THE RUSSIANS ARE COMING!!
CONTINUED WITH PHOTOS

Several of the group take a picture in front of the Island White Water Fall, with their company banner!

A Russian translator speaks to the group explaining what the Safety Video is saying prior to 
boarding the boat for the Island tour.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (FBI)
TAPS LA SPE CHAIR BALDEV S. GILL 

The FBI selects individuals for the academy with the aim of educating 
them of the different programs that are run from the various field offices. 
After two months of evening classes and one weekend the program closed 
to a end. In this case Baldev spend his time at the Los Angeles Field office 
of the FBI listening to class topics as well as being being involved in class 
exercises. Some of the sessions included: FBI history, counterterrorism, 
counterintelligence, gangs and drugs, civil rights and white collar 
(including city, state and federal corruption), critical Incidents, polygraph 
testing and cybersecurity, Photo (A) Spend time listening to the LA Bomb 
Techs talk about improvised explosive devices (IED) and wore their heavy 
equipment and handled the Bomb Robot. Photo (B) Baldev underwent a simulated Polygraph which the agency 
often uses, during questioning he was being monitored for finger sweat gland activity, breathing, heart rate and 
movement of body (4 sensors). Photo (C) The agency uses 3D simulation video case studies with real people 
showing simulated raids to better understand the use of gun force under various scenarios. Photo (D) Baldev was 
taught to shoot various guns and rifles with real live ammunition and he shot using the following equipment: MP5 
submachine guns (9mm caliber), two Glock 17 (9mm) semi-automatic pistols, one AR15 fully automatic rifle (223 
Caliber) and one Thompson submachine gun (45 Caliber). All this after eating donuts and coffee! The Glock hand 
gun is the standard fire arm carried by FBI agents. The agents are required to test quarterly for firearms training.
Baldev stated “what impressed me most was the professionalism of all staff right up from the Assistant Director of 
the LA Field office down to all the field agents that do the investigative work, each and everyone had a genuine 
passion and positive energy driven by the work they do.” 

Photo (B)Photo (A)

Photo (C)

Photo (D)
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SPE – LOS ANGELES SECTION
Well Casing Design Workshop

Long Beach: January 21, 2014, 
The Grand, 4101 E Willow St, Long Beach, CA 90815

7:30 a.m. Check in 

1. Introduction, including manufacture and standardization of casing

2. ! API Performance Properties
a.! Tension
b.! Burst
c.         Collapse: Yield Strength, Plastic, Transition, and Elastic

3.! Other Stress Considerations
a.! Combined Stress
b.! Bending
c.! Hydrogen Sulfide
d.         Casing Handling Practices

4. ! Casing Design Criteria
a.! Setting Depths
b.! Casing Sizes
c.          Selection of Weight, Grade, and Couplings

5.! Specific Casing Strings
a.! Conductor Pipe
b.! Surface Casing
c.! Intermediate Casing(s) or Liner(s)
d.         Production Casing or Liner

6. ! Special Design Considerations
a.! Shocks, Changing Internal or External Pressures
b.! Thermal Effects
c.         Subsidence Effects

program continued next page...
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SPE – LOS ANGELES SECTION
Well Casing Design Workshop Continued

Long Beach: January 21, 2014, 
The Grand, 4101 E Willow St, Long Beach, CA 90815

...program continued

7. Casing Landing and Wellheads

8. Case Reviews 

9.        Summary and Conclusions

Registration and Payment:

 The fee of $160 includes workshop, materials, refreshments, and lunch. All attendees must register 
in advance.  You may register and pay on line using PayPal at LASPE.org.  If paying by check 
please make out to “LASPE” or pay with cash and please pre-register by email to goras9@aol.com.   
NO WALK-INs PLEASE. 

Presenter:

Val Lerma has worked in the oil industry for over 30 years. Her experience includes drilling, 
reservoir, and production engineering, as well as management. She has worked for both major and 
independent operators. She has a BS and MS in Petroleum Engineering from USC, and an MBA 
from California Lutheran University. She taught the drilling engineering course at USC for 7 years, 
and is currently the Business Development Manager for Orchard E&P, LLC. Val is a licensed 
professional petroleum engineer in the State of California.

mailto:goras9@aol.com
mailto:goras9@aol.com
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SPE WESTERN NORTH AMERICA AND ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN JOINT REGIONAL MEETING

From%the%Rockies%to%the%Pacific%–%Bridging%the%Unconven8onal%and%Conven8onal%through%Technology%

Registra)on,is,open!,Go,to,,h1p://www.wrmjce.org/

The$SPE$Annual$Conference$will$be$held$ in$Europe$in$2014.$$For$those$of$you$who$would$not$be$able$to$a@end$the$
SPE$Annual$Conference$or$would$like$to$a@end$more$than$one$meeCng$in$2014,$here$is$your$chance.$$The$Western$
North$America$and$Rocky$Mountain$Regions$are$joining$force$to$offer$a$Joint$Regional$Conference$on$April$17N18,$
2014$in$Denver,$Colorado.$$This$is$the$main$SPE$Regional$MeeCng$in$North$America$in$2014.$$We$will$ bring$you$a$
comprehensive$ technical$ program$ focused$ the$ latest$ Technology$and$ field$ case$ histories$ for$ ConvenConal$ and$
UnconvenConal$Assets.$ $We$will$ also$ have$ the$highly$popular$ panel$ discussions$during$the$conference$and$there$
will$be$conCnuing$educaCon$courses$on$April$15N16$also.$$$Hope$to$see$you$there!$

If$you$are$curious$about$the$program$details,$desire$to$register,$book$hotel$reservaCons,$reserve$exhibit$booths$or$
your$ company$would$ like$to$ sponsor$ events,$please$log$onto$ the$webNsite$ below.$ $ $The$details$ are$scheduled$ to$
come$alive$on$November$15th,$2013.$

h@p://www.wrmjce.org/

If$you$have$quesCons,$please$do$not$hesitate$to$contact$Steve$Cheung$at$SteveIOR@yahoo.com$.$

Sincerely$yours,$
Steve$Cheung$and$Kumar$Ramurthy
Conference$CoNchairs

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

http://www.wrmjce.org/
http://www.wrmjce.org/
http://www.wrmjce.org/
http://www.wrmjce.org/
mailto:SteveIOR@yahoo.com
mailto:SteveIOR@yahoo.com
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YOUNG PROFESSIONAL SOCIAL EVENT

LA%SPE%Young%Professionals%will%be%hos8ng%a%joint%event%with%the%Young%Professionals%in%Energy,%Los%
Angeles%Chapter%this%coming%Thursday%December%12th%from%6:00%pm%to%8:00%pm.%%This%event%will%be%
sponsored%by%Mul8RChem%(A%Halliburton%Service)%and%is%open%to%all%who%consider%themselves%young%
professionals.

During%the%event,%Baldev%Gill%(City%of%Long%Beach%Gas%&%Oil%Department)%will%provide%a%few%short%remarks%
about%the%importance%of%the%Oil%&%Gas%Industry%to%the%history%&%development%of%the%City%of%Long%Beach,%
&%by%extension,%the%City%of%Los%Angeles.%%Networking%opportuni8es%&%possible%door%prizes%are%also%
an8cipated.%%We%look%forward%to%a%lively%group%joining%us%for%an%exci8ng%evening.
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MESA  DAY  COMPETITIONS

2014 LASPE Community Outreach Program
MARK YOUR CALENDARS and join us as we partner with
the California Mathematics, Engineering, Science Achievement
(MESA) Program at their MESA Day Competitions for over 1,400
High School and Middle School students and 50 teachers. MESA
is a UC-based organization and the largest state STEM program
that serves over 28,000 educationally-disadvantaged students in
grades K-16. Their mission is for students to achieve UC/CSU
eligibility, and graduate with four-year degrees in science,

engineering and math majors.

Take part in one of the largest outreach programs in our
industry! Volunteers will judge student projects and competitions,
make presentations about engineering, geology and our industry,
and lead and demonstrate science and math-based games and

experiments. Come to one or all four MESA Days.

March 1 High School, CSU Long Beach School of Engineering
March 8 Middle School, CSU Long Beach School of Engineering

Top Three Students in each event go to Regional MESA Days
Competitions between MESA Centers at USC, UCLA, CSULA,

and CSULB
April 5 Regional Middle School, UCLA School of Engineering
April 12 Regional High School, CSULB School of Engineering

We invite you to Volunteer and/or be on our Planning
Committee. Please contact Scott Hara at

scotthara@yahoo.com or 626-482-6757 cell.
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SPE STUDENT CHAPTER NEWS
UCI Establish Formal SPE Student Chapter

We, the Society of Petroleum Engineers, are in the starting process of growing our organization on 
campus. We have just recently established ourselves on campus and have met all the requirements for 
the school. Our current goals for the year are to recruit as many dedicated members as possible. To 
obtain this goal, we are starting the organization with a large leadership committee to help us organize 
many events and recruit talented individuals who are looking to gain experience in the Petroleum 
industry and making a contribution to this world.

The Current Executive Board consists of: Asim Shakour (President), Omar Ibrahim Elfar (Vice 
President), Mohsin Ahmed Farooqui (Board Member), Elmer Wei (Board Member), and Muddassir 
Mayet (Webmaster). Our faculty advisor is Professor Frank Shi. We have currently a membership of 
about 15+ members (just on the basis of word of mouth) from a variety of engineering disciplines and are 
looking forward to expanding once the next quarter begins. We plan to have our first general meeting in 
January where we will invite students, faculty, and friends from a variety of scientific disciplines to help 
us meet our goals.
! !  - SPE Board at UCI

I want to thank the Los Angeles Basin leadership of SPE, especially Baldev Gill current LA SPE 
Chairman, for guiding me through the process of getting the chapter started and becoming established 
at UCI. I also, want to recognize Steve Cheung for encouraging me to start the chapter back in August 
when I came to my first meeting. The process was lengthy, but worth the time since we all want to 
develop and understand the world's demands of energy and energy exploration.

Similarly, I had a chance of attending a talk in November by Mr. Mark Brinsden from Shell where he 
discussed perforated wells. I was very impressed by the content he shared because it helps our industry 
maximize the output while saving costs, and thus making efficient decisions. I want to thank him for 
coming all the way from Europe to give this presentation.

Before the talk with Mr. Brinsden from Shell, I was invited to the Board meeting to discuss the 
progress of our UCI chapter, in addition to meeting my thoughtful and experienced colleague from 
USC, Soham Punjabi. I got several tips from him, including the fact that I should try to have Professor 
Iraj Ershaghi from USC lead a presentation at our general meeting at UCI. I am currently in the 
process of reaching out to him and scheduling an event. In addition Baldev Gill kindly offered to come 
to campus and make a presentation for our student Chapter and we also hope to engage with Devon 
Shay from Signal Hill Petroleum.

It has been an eventful past few weeks. The SPE Student Chapter at UCI, has good prospects of 
expansion and I look forward to 
meeting you all in the coming 
future. 
! - Asim Shakour, SPE at UCI

Pictured (L to R): Baldev Gill, 
Nathaniel Sia (USC), Asim Shakour 
(UCI ) , Scot t Hara and A.B 
Gora sh i at No vember Board 
Meeting.
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SPE STUDENT CHAPTER NEWS CONTINUES...
USC SPE Student Chapter November 2013 Activities

USC SPE’s technical lecture series continued on as usual. Dr. Donald Hill talked about Electrical 
Enhanced Oil Recovery while Dr. Behnam Jafarpour gave a presentation about Subsurface Imaging 
Technology. 

Dr. Jafarpour talks about the growing importance 
of subsurface imaging technologies in the industry Dr. Hill speaks on the effectiveness of Electrical EOR 

Schlumberger Technology Day - 
Schlumberger a lso extended an 
invitation to the USC student chapter 
for its Technology Day that was held 
in Bakersfield and Long Beach. 
Several chapter members attended. 
Schlumberger Technology experts 
from all across the world presented 
the latest in technologies and tools 
currently utilized in the oil fields. 

Weatherford Wireline Logging Truck Display 
Weatherford International brought a wireline 
logging truck onto campus so that students 
can see firsthand how well logging operations 
are performed out in the field. Casing strings 
and logging tools were also put out for 
displays. 

MATLAB Training Sessions - USC student chapter organized several MATLAB training sessions for its 
student members. Three sessions have already been offered during the past month with a fourth planned 
for the month of December. The sessions have been a huge success with over 90 people attending them 
and watching the lessons on a live YouTube broadcast. 

Chapter members at the Technology Day event.
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SPE STUDENT CHAPTER NEWS CONTINUES...

USC CSULB Bowling Social -  
Mark ing Ca l i for n ia S ta te 
University of Long Beach and our 
chapter ’s f i r s t jo int soc ia l , 
members from both SPE chapters 
went bowling at the Golden Mile 
Bowling Alley in Alhambra. Those 
in attendance had a great time at 
the bowling alley while mingling 
with one another over several 
friendly games. 

USC SPE Educates Los Angeles Youth 

The chapter held its first outreach program on November 18th at the Prairie Vista Middle School in 
conjunction with LASPE. The program was aimed to educate and instill awareness of the petroleum 
industry in middle and high school students. Chapter members utilized the seventh period of a class 
during which they interacted with the students and gave a hands-on demonstration on crude oil 
properties. LASPE and SPE International contributed to hand out several backpacks to the students 
while the USC chapter contributed career brochures and a book about the oil and gas industry. According 
to Nadia Kadkhodayan, the chapter’s Outreach Chairperson, the program was a success and the chapter 
plans to continue this program in 3 more schools in the spring semester. The students were very excited to 
learn more about being engineers and they had a fun time during the hands-on demonstration and the 
talk. 

LASPE and USC SPE with students from Prairie Vista Middle School
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SELECTED SPE UPCOMING EVENTS 2013 - 2014
Date Title

Dec 10* History of Down Hole Cameras & Applications
by Gregg Linville

Jan 13 “Slugging in Pipelines: What you need to know“ 
by Mona Trick (DL)* (Monday)

Jan 21
LASPE Well Casing Design Workshop 

by Val Lerma 
The Grand Hotel, Long Beach

Feb 11* TBA

Mar 11* TBA

Mar 17-19 SPE Conference on Health, Safety, and the Environment 
at Long Beach Convention Center

Apr 8* TBA

Apr 17-18 SPE Western North America / Rocky Mountain 
Joint Regional Meeting, Denver CO

May 2 2014 Annual LA Basin SPE Charity Golf  Tournament

May 13*
“Hydraulic Fracturing Myths, Reality and

 Environmental Stewardship Through Better Chemistry“ 
by  Daneil Daulton (DL)*

June 17* TBA

Note:,*,LASPE,Board,mee)ng,starts,at,10:30,a.m.,and,all,members,are,welcome,to,observe

DEADLINES FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLE SUBMISSION 

Month 1st Submission Call Last Submission Call No Submissions 
Accepted After

Newsletter Publish 
Date

January 12/13/13 12/19/13 1/2/14 1/6/14

February 1/19/14 1/26/14 1/31/14 2/4/14

March 2/17/14 2/24/14 2/28/14 3/4/14

April 3/17/14 3/24/14 3/28/14 4/1/14

May 4/15/14 4/23/14 5/2/14 5/6/14

June 5/19/14 5/26/14 5/30/14 6/3/14

September 8/18/14 8/25/14 8/29/14 9/2/14

file://localhost/Users/lvgilpin/Web%20Design/aWebsites/SPE%20Stuff/Dec%202013/ArticleSubmission-TimetableLGRev.xlsx
file://localhost/Users/lvgilpin/Web%20Design/aWebsites/SPE%20Stuff/Dec%202013/ArticleSubmission-TimetableLGRev.xlsx
file://localhost/Users/lvgilpin/Web%20Design/aWebsites/SPE%20Stuff/Dec%202013/ArticleSubmission-TimetableLGRev.xlsx
file://localhost/Users/lvgilpin/Web%20Design/aWebsites/SPE%20Stuff/Dec%202013/ArticleSubmission-TimetableLGRev.xlsx
file://localhost/Users/lvgilpin/Web%20Design/aWebsites/SPE%20Stuff/Dec%202013/ArticleSubmission-TimetableLGRev.xlsx
file://localhost/Users/lvgilpin/Web%20Design/aWebsites/SPE%20Stuff/Dec%202013/ArticleSubmission-TimetableLGRev.xlsx
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Attendance:
Eric Withjack, Senior Past Chair
Steve Cheung, Junior Past Chair
Baldev Gill, Section Chair
Brian Nguyen, Board Member through 2014 - Proxy
Nazee Heda, Board Member - Chair Scholarship through 2016 - Proxy
Serge Baghdikian, Nomination Chair through 2014 - Proxy
Ted Frankiewicz, Vice Chair 2013-2014 and Board Member through 2015
Christian Vaccese, Board Member through 2014

Rick Finken, Treasurer
Scott Hara, Outreach – Not Present 
Vanessa Perez, Nomination Chair – Not Present
Jalal Torabzadeh, CSULB Student Chapter Advisor – Not Present
Sam Sarem, Chair, Membership and Awards Committees
Leila Vlasko, Forum & Program co-chair – Not present
AB Gorashi Abdulrahman, Continuing Education Committee Chair – Not Present 
Soham Punjabi, USC Student Chapter
Rohit Dinesh, USC Student Chapter
Nadia Kadhodayan, USC Student Chapter – Not Present
Erik Renteria, CSULB Student Chapter
Stephanie Grace Arriola, CSULB Student Chapter – Not Present

Kim Geroge, CSULB Student Chapter Secretary

Proceedings:

1. Baldev Gill  called the meeting to order at 10:43 am (Pacific  Time Zone) A quorum of directors was 
present, and the meeting was ready to proceed with business. 

2. Baldev Gill  proposed the agenda for approval, whereupon motion was made by Steve Cheung, 
seconded by Christian Vaccese.

3. The September minutes were approved with one abstention.

4. Treasurer Report 
For September 2013, expenses exceeded income by $1,091.  Income of $5,667 included Waterflood 
Workshop reservations ($4,116), PayPal registrations of $409 for the joint SPE/CCCOGP September 
Forum, ad income of $642 and $500 in support of Young Professional activities by Warren 
Resources.  Expenses of $6,758 included LASPE’s share of seed money for the 2014 Rocky 
Mountain/Western Regional meeting in Denver ($4,642), $1,250 expense for the September Forum, 
$760 newsletter and website expenses, $14 for postage and envelopes, a $30 Stop Payment Fee for 
a lost scholarship check which was reissued and $61 for the traditional recognition plaque for our 
dynamic outgoing chairperson, Steven Cheung. 

For the full 2012-13 Program Year, expenses have exceeded income by $12,459.
 
The total value of LASPE’s assets was $67,700 as of September 30, 2013, consisting of $37,767 in 
working funds and $29,933 in reserve funds.  

5. Old Business:
There were no old and outstanding matters to be discussed among the board.

LASPE BOARD MEETING MINUTES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING,  OCTOBER  8, 2013
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6. New Business: 

(a) Orange County Engineering Council dues
Steve Cheung move to approve $100 dues for Orange County Engineering Council Membership, Ted 
Frankiewicz seconded. Approved 

(b) Suc cession for 2013-2014 LASPE Treasurer position and BOD Position of Jaime Villatoro 

Baldev Gill  announced to the board that Richard Finken would be leaving his position of Treasurer 
and it will  first be open to current LASPE board members. Serge Baghdikian will  be preparing an 
announcement of the vacant Treasurer position and the BOD position Jaime Villatoro left open after 
he moved to New Orleans. 

(c) Banking Resolution – LASPE Checking Account

Baldev Gill  was proposed from the Board to be added as a co-signer of the LASPE Checking 
Account replacing Robert Visser. Actually Richard Finken, Steve Cheung, Baldev Gill are the 
authorized Board Members allowed to operate with LASPE Checking Account.

Steve Cheung moved that Baldev Gill  is the co-signer of LASPE Checking Account, Eric Withjack 
seconded. Approved

(d) Officers Meeting info share from ATCE New Orleans

During ATCE Event in New Orleans a Regional  Meeting took place and relevant topics came out of 
the discussion:

SPEI have increased considerably in memberships these last 2 years, reaching 110,000 International 
Members and a total net revenue of $8 Mil this year.

There are 3 main Committees that have been developed ad are basically the foundation of SPEI:

1) TRAINING PROGRAMS & MEETINGS COMMITTEE
2) MEMBER PROGRAMS” COMMITTEE
3) COMMUNICATIONS & KNOWLEDGE SHARING COMMITTEE
THE EPA COMMITTEE approved an addition to the Faculty Grant Program to create some 
opportunities for new and existing faculties in order to bring new value and members to SPE.

$550,000 were approved in grants:

- Teaching Grants
- Pipeline Grants
- Research Grants
Another initiative of SPEI is the “LEADERSHIP ACADEMY” by now in an early stage it will  be 
develop in JV with outside firms. The target of this academy is to help students and professional 
developing leadership skills that will make the difference in the industry.

SoftSkill  Workshops will  be one of the main tools of the Leadership Academy, that will also help 
professionals gaining confidence especially when they change Firm and will  add value at their 
resume.

At some point SPE will be large enough to have a serious impact on the industry.

Petrowiki is another great tool of SPE Members where essentially they will find a lot of information on 
the Petroleum Industry.

LASPE BOARD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUES...
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(e) WRJM Western Regional Joint Meeting Denver 2014 Meeting Update

April 16-18 2014 will see the WRJM taking place in Denver.  

Rocky Mountain and Western Regions are joining forces on April 17-18, 2014 in Denver, Colorado at 
the Sheraton Hotel to bring you a comprehensive technical program focused on latest Technology for  
Unconventional and Conventional Reservoirs. The program includes interesting and challenging 
topics. The “Call for Paper” is very active and 128 abstracts have been received. The Registration, 
sponsorship, exhibit and hotel reservation  for the event is scheduled to be sent out by November 4th.

7. Section Activities: 

(a) Program Committee – 2013-14 program

Baldev confirmed that the October and November programs were in place, but nothing has been 
planned for the months of December and February. Ted suggested inviting a speaker from EV a 
Downhole Video Company and another one from a Laser Scanner Technology Company they will  be 
contacted by Ted and an abstract will  be sent. Steve Cheung mentioned that Mr. George King of 
Apache Corp will be invited to a Southern California event in January about Fracturing Technology.

(b) YP Activities

The upcoming Young Professional event will be held at the Kitchen, Den, Bar (KDB) on October 16th. 
We encourage all LA SPE Members to join this event.

(c) ATCE Meeting update (Student Chapter USC - CSULB)

90 Students of USC attended the event, and 13 of them were pre-approved and sponsored with 
$4600 by LASPE. 5 Students of CSULB attended the event and were sponsored by LASPE with 
$1000.

8. Other Activities: 
Revitalization of Mature Waterflood Panel  Discussion Event is coming up on October 23 at The 
Grand in Long Beach, we have already 60 subscribers and look forward for many to come.

The new LASPE website will be online in November.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 11.57 am.

Respectfully submitted, 

Nathaniel Sia, Recording Secretary 

Christian Vaccese, LASPE 2012-2013-2014 Secretary and Board Member  
8.

LASPE BOARD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUES...
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SERVICES OFFERED   

DAVID B. DEL MAR
Consulting Petroleum Geologist

California Registered Geologist #634

Development - Thermal EOR - Property Reviews

2027 Park Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90026
C (323) 219-3804  H (323) 664-3358

dbdelmar@gmail.com

Plurimi Petro
Petroleum Engineering Consulting
36 Years of Diversified Experience 

Asset Development
Reservoir Management

Drilling Programs
Waterflood Optimization
Tertiary Recovery / EOR

Reserves and Economic Evaluation
Acquisition and Divestitures

714-403-9839
LOVESM@IX.NETCOM.COM

mailto:dbdelmar@gmail.com
mailto:dbdelmar@gmail.com
mailto:LOVESM@IX.NETCOM.COM
mailto:LOVESM@IX.NETCOM.COM
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2012-2013 LASPE OFFICERS & BOARD  

Name Posi)on EHmail

Dr.$Eric$$Withjack Senior$Past$chair dremmw@yahoo.com$

Dr.$Steve$Cheung Junior$Past$Chair steveior@yahoo.com

Baldev$$Gill LASPE$Chairperson$2013N2014 Baldev.Gill@longbeach.gov$

Dr.$Ted$Frankiewicz Vice$Chair$N$Board$member$through$$2015 frankiewicz@specservices.com$

Nazee$Heda$ Board$member$through$$2016 Nazee.Heda@slc.ca.gov$

Dr.$Serge$Baghdikian Board$member$through$$2014 serge.baghdikian@longbeach.gov$
Brian$Tran Board$member$through$$2016 Brian.Tran@Bakerhughes.com
ChrisCan$Vaccese Secretary$N$Board$member$through$$2014 c.vaccese@gmail.com

Rick$$Finken Treasurer rdfinken@gmail.com

Commi1ee,Chairs

Dr.$Sam$Sarem Award Sam4IPRC@aol.com

Leila$Vlasko Forum$and$Program$coNchair lvlasko@betaoffshore.com

Dr.$Ted$Frankiewicz Forum$and$Program$coNchair frankiewicz@specservices.com

Rich$Manuel$ Golf rmanuel@mindspring.com

Sco@$Hara Community$Outreach$ Sco@hara@yahoo.com

Dr.$Sam$Sarem Membership Sam4IPRC@aol.com

Dr.$Serge$Baghdikian NominaCon$ serge.baghdikian@longbeach.gov
Dr.$Iraj$Ershaghi PublicaCon$Mentor ershaghi@usc.edu

Nazee$Heda Scholarship$ Nazee.Heda@slc.ca.gov

Devon$Shay Student$Chapter$Liaison DShay@SHPI.net

Dr.$Jalal$Torabzadeh Student$Chapter$Advisor$N$CSULB jalal.torabzadeh@csulb.edu

Erik$Renteria Student$Chapter$President$N$CSULB erikjrenteria@gmail.com

Dr.$Iraj$Ershaghi Student$Chapter$Advisor$–$USC ershaghi@usc.edu

Soham$Punjabi Student$Chapter$President$N$USC USCstudents@spemail.org

A.B.$Gorashi Training goras9@aol.com

Jovy$Kroh Young$Professional jkroh@shpi.net

Larry$Gilpin Newsle@er$&$Website$Editor$/$Publisher Larry@4thForge.com

Tom$Walsh WNAR$Director$2012N2015 twalsh@petroak.com

SPE$Contact$for$SecCons secCons@SPE.org

mailto:dremmw@yahoo.com
mailto:dremmw@yahoo.com
mailto:steveior@yahoo.com
mailto:steveior@yahoo.com
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mailto:Baldev.Gill@longbeach.gov
mailto:tfrankiewicz@specservices.com
mailto:tfrankiewicz@specservices.com
mailto:Nazee.Heda@slc.ca.gov
mailto:Nazee.Heda@slc.ca.gov
mailto:serge.baghdikian@longbeach.gov
mailto:serge.baghdikian@longbeach.gov
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mailto:serge.baghdikian@longbeach.gov
mailto:ershaghi@usc.edu
mailto:ershaghi@usc.edu
mailto:Nazee.Heda@slc.ca.gov
mailto:Nazee.Heda@slc.ca.gov
mailto:DShay@SHPI.net
mailto:DShay@SHPI.net
mailto:jalal.torabzadeh@csulb.edu
mailto:jalal.torabzadeh@csulb.edu
mailto:erikjrenteria@gmail.com
mailto:erikjrenteria@gmail.com
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